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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The following' lecture, inteiidod as a jxipular ox]^)ositioii of tlie principles of 
the Homceopatliii! pifietiee, wan OolivereJ at tlio Miijjiww TJiiiversit}-, Ne- 
York, and piihliifliocl in 1845. Having met with tlie approval of tlie pro- 
fession, and the lai-^i alitioji havisig boRn for a long timo oxiiaustetl, a want 
lias been felt by many piiysidaiis for some plain .anti ooiKlensed exixisition' 
of our principles, to pLico in tlie Jiaiiik of iaymon, which would correct the 
thousand lidietilous ini>'i'epT'c«intiitions which are indnsti'ioitsiy circulatod, 
respecting our principle!! mid practice;, and tlw autlior has often been so- 
licited to publish another adition to supply tlie want. Tlii'i second edition 
s:imewhat enlarged, if" the response to thJB demand. 
MiLWADKEB, Sept. 12, 18S4. 
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To Dfi. J', y. DouoLis— 

ft'Vr.' — Believing fjiat tlio public Bocd coifect iiifoiinatjoii in regard to 
the Homoeopathic practice ami tJie iihiloBopljy npon wliicliit is based, and 
laaniiug that tlie edition of a Lecture pubjislicd by yoii, iatended to give 
ihk iiiforiaation, k exJiansted, tlie umlersigncd rc=pectfiit]y vcjiiept tliP. 
iiKuiiig of H new edition to supply tlii.s waiit. 
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LECTURE. 



Gbntlehbit: — It is a general trutli that mankind are at least Bufficientlj- 
solicitous in regard to their temporal intei'ests, and that they proportion 
their solicitude witli considerable accuracy, to the mag;uitude of tlie inter- 
estfi hivolved. But to this o;eneral taiitli, I liAvo oljaerved a reinarkabV; 
exception for which it has been difficult satisfectoiily to account. It is fJiis ; 
Men generally manifest much greater anxiety to aseertaiu the best method 
in use of conatiucting a. coat or fashioning a boot, than they do tlie best 
mode of curing diseaaft and' presening healtli ; and take more pains to de- 
tormme the comj^Mirative qu^ifications of hatters and dress-makers, than of 
physicians. Thus you ahall see a particular disease in tho hands of one 
physician, and under a particular treatment, almost imifoimly fatal, while in 
the hands of another and under other treatment, it is almost never fatal. 
Examples of both these residts sliali ccpeateilly occur, year after year, and 
yet tho public be perfovtly unaware of the ex!«tence of such a fact. Could 
the constant feilure of one t^iloc and the; Huecees of another in the cut of 
his coats, thus escape public observation? And are life and death really 
less conspicuous objects of observation to the piiblic eye, than tho fashion 
of a coat? The nearest approximation I have been able to make to a so- 
lution of this anomaly in human cliaracter, is baaed ujion the auppceition 
-that men hiire been accustomed to liew tho subject of medicine as so mi's- 
terious and inscnitablet that an attempt to investigate any thing in i«lation 
to it would be ntterly frmtl&sfl, and tliey have therefore blindly committed 
the immense interests involved, to ■wliiehever individual of the fiwiulty, per- 
sonal preference, or neighborhood or populiir favoi' chances to suggest. It 
is well understood by the pi'ofessipn that larions qualifications, foreign to 
medieal knowledge and acquirements, and especially, the faculty of humor- 
ing popular prejudices, and falling in with popular errors in relation to 
jnedicine, and thus flattering tho popular vanity, are mndi more influential 
in securing fa\-or and pttionage to the physician, than any amount of knowl- 
edge he may a<^uire at whatever labor, connected with the independent 
and honest expression of correct opinions. Is it strange that this bribe of 
public fitTor to ignorance and deception should produce its legitimate results ? 
rhero ia ilo error greater or more dangerous than this supposed necessary 
ignorance of the prinoiples of medicine, and even if true, is not a satisfac- 
tory solution of the dittiiiulty, for men )«ay observe the comparative resvlls 
of different methods of treatment, even though they may believe them- 
selves incapable of comprehending the philosophy of thc«e results. I re- 
gard, therefore, both tho premises and tho conclusion equally false and 
equally dangeraus. Ihold that it is not only the privilege but the dutyof in- 
dividuals, associations and communities, before making a decision so mo- 
mentous in its consequences as tho adoption or rejection of any system of 
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metlical practice, wlietLer new or old, to wliieli liealtli and life are to bo 
committed, to institute iiii investigation into its preleiisioiiB and ita merits — 
to enquire and to ascertain whether it be a philosophical or an empirical 
system— whether its practical applications to the cuia of disease are baaed 
upon legitimate indud.ioa drawn from a sufficiently extended and minuto 
i^xperieuce, or upon a theory which is itself hypothetical and uafoundod — 
inshort, whetlier it bo entitled to the appellatioii of a science oi" amere art. 
If thosa who priictiso it, daim for it the title of a science, it la your fiirther 
prn liege to isk ot thi,ni a scientific opposition of ite principles which you 
t-ui uricIei'sCaud, and tin-, notwithstanding the plea that tlio mysteries of 
till H.i.ivi ni mudicme em only be ciplained to the comprehension of 
meditil uiai This plea should not avad, forliowever difBcult it may be 
t/] e\pl un f liH pnn:,iples of an art to one not experienced in it, an. inexpli- 
nb!< SLiunci is a contradiction m terms If tliis exposition is withheld upon 
this ur in> othei plea, it is 1 oui furtliei piivilege, as well as your interest, 

Ir IS III thi (jLCiciio ot this right that tou liave asked of me such an 
I kjijsition ut the Bvstoni whicli I Invo adopted, and into which you pro- 
pose, m the tnie spn it oi philosophy, to institute an iuquir)'. Hegarding 
it ai \oui iiyht to require Imust ofeonrae regard it as my correlatire duty, 
15 il iPitainK in my pleasure, to accedeto this requisition, to lay before.a 
Ixiilv ot ■voting men, devoted to scientific investigationB, the claims of a 
^\steni ot medmue to the title of a science. It seems to me a highly 
ppniprnt" subject m i highly appropnatu place, though I am perfectly 
imiuot tht, till tinr pi piil ii kcturcs on the subject of medicine are. 

iVanedhymijn n 'unliere With tlie views which baTe too 

i,i-tinallvaiiil n i i ii th& mysterious chai'actei' of tho science 

• 'i mpdiLUi' II I I llijwingareperfectjynatnral: 

iMiaC liaM il I I I to do with, and how can they bo espect- 

i, 1 tr> undfi-t Hid iiid i|>|iiuuti ind become interested in so complicated, 
(ihsLiiiL iiid iictidt 1 scKiin- as flnt oi mtdiciue — a science, about which, 
no two (it Its \'ini -ois npu igrte — a scieuco of whieli there have been 
iiiiur ti III 'mm'] it ,tueral md distinct theories, not one of which sur- 

vn II III -ilone exi.epted,) that can boast an antiquity of 

hilt III I t I cuitiin * How preposfflrous, then, to expect 

tiMjii| I I null I I iiiu lent to a noil professional audience, upon a Bub- 
jett vhiih the unn(i-,il disagrei ment ot its prafonndest profeasora proves to 
be uttdei'stood b^ none ot them i I say, witlt the views which tare been 
snteitaiQod on the mvsterionsness of medicine, such queries are perfectly 
natnia!, and sudi, lu substance, liaie beau raised in this community, within 
the two or three daj^ since this lecture was annoimced. We reply to them, 
that if the pnnciples of a so called science of medicine cannot he explained 
to the comprehension of- a scientific mind of ordinary powers, and made 
interesting to such a mind, then no.further proof is needed that it is no 
science. For if it be a science, it has its laws — its fixed principles; and 
these laws, are brought together and known by those who hare examined 
them — they are capable of being made known to others, and like all the 
laws of nature, are necessarily interesting. Are BOtthe laws of Chemistry, 
of Astronomy, of Botaay, of Optics, and of tlie entire lange of natura; 
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K(il(!nces, proper subjects for po))ular lectni-oa and capable of being iiiideratood 
and appreciatod bj tlis popular mind? But t!ie suieiic« of medicine, if_a 
science at all, is but a brancji of natural science, and dooa not constitute, in 
this respect, a solitary exception. If, tben, the apprehension sind contem- 
plation of gi'eat priuLciplos in natural science, which have not been before 
apprehended and contemplated by you, be of any interest, we veutui'e to- 
believe that the subject before us cannot he destitute of interest to you, re- 
garded in a merely scientific aspect. But wheu we superadd to tJiis view 
of it, the fact that the laws wWch control tie vital principle in man, and 
the laws which govm the atJtion of remcdira and of all unnatural agencies 
upon that vital principle, are intimately connected ivith our pei'sonal and 
individual well-being, with our physical, and by conse<iuGnce, our mental 
comfort and efficiency, with health and life itself, it cannot be wanting in 
tlie most intense interest to every mind posaesaingthe smallest endowment 
of pbilanthropy, or even of selflshness ibteU. My only feai^ that it may 
not prove iatei'bsting to you on tliis occasion, are based, not upon any mis- 
givings as to tho inherent interest of the subject itself, but a justly appi'o- 
iiended imperfection in the manner of its presentation. 

It. is my design on tJi is occasion, as far as time and ability will permit, to 
present the tiistingidshing, the pecuhar pnntiples of the Hoinceopathic sys- 
tem of medicine. In doing thw, 1 sliall be obliged, not for the sake of 
invidious comparisons, but for purpoef sol uili ii\ illu li ilion, to compare 
thesfi principles with tho prevfllent OL \M i m I 'ii intioducing a 

professedly improved system in the loom i ii ituial courRo 

toallude to thedeficienciesin tbatothti 1 |i M upply. We 

therefore remark here, tliHt in all foimi_i i i^ )i ! cf medicine, 

the practical applicfition of malicinetodiseaw., liio bL n uiiJi,l the guidance 
of no fixed laws. Hence the familiar fact, that when a new epidemic has 
prevailed, it has always been foi some time exceedmgly fatal Having bo 
great taw to guide us iit oneo to a correct treatment, we louU only employ 
such distant analogies as we could command, and commence a course of 
exiieriiuenting, trying one remedy after another, (of couiiw at the expense 
of our patients,) iintilwe at last approximated more or less nearly to a satis- 
factory ti-eatmeiit. How famihar is the remarlt, that such a disease was 
extremelv fata! until physicians came, at iast, to understand it. The epi- 
demic of 1812, the ever varying forms of scarlet fever and the Asiatic 
Cholera furuKh but too conspicuous and molancholly examples- In the last 
disease, piysicians of the old school have not yet made and approximation 
to anything that can be called success. 

The history of medicine is a history' of theories, succeeding and sup- 
planting each othei' in rapid succession — so rapid tbat there is no one now 
in existence, acknowledged by any respectable portion of the medical world, 
(the Homoeopathic excepted,) of twenty-five yeai'S old. Let this be remem- 
bsred by those who, fearing to trust the new theory of Homceopatiiy, place 
their ill-founded confidence in another not half as old. It may be well U> 
take a hasty glance at one or two prominent theories to illustrate the char- 
acter of medical theorizing, and to show on what unceilain, false and decep- 
tive grounds systems of medicaJ practice are founded. The famous theory 
of the error loci is one of thaw. It was founded upon the discovery of 
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globules in the blood, which, like almost eveiy Uiseovevy in anatomy, plijsl- 
ology or cheraistiy, was at once seized upon as the basis of a splendid 
Eheoi-y. It was aammed that the vanous sizes of th« globules were adapt- 
fld to the yarioiw dimensions of the divisions and subdivisions of the blood 
vessels in which they wei'e to circulate, and that diseiKe was produced by an. 
error loci; that is, the larger globules strayed into vessels of too small a 
calibre for their accommodation, and thus obstructed the circulation ; oi', on 
the other hand, the smaUer globules found their way into the larger ressels, 
whei'e, resistance being diminished, the circulation was dangerously accelera- 
ted. If the blood became too thick by an ufidue preponderance of its 
globnlar portions, one of these states ensued, if too'thin, the other. Hence, 
the search became urgent, in the one pase for medicines supposed to possess 
the property'of thinning tlie blood, called diluenls, and iu the othtii tor tiiose 
supposed to possess the property of thickening it; ealleil iilspissants. The 
all important question iu every case of disease was, whether it arose from 
tiie blood being toothicli, or too thin, and then one or the other of tliese 
classes of remedies was in requisition accordingly. It is to he remarkod 
that the supposed diluant and inspissant pioperties of these two classes of 
remedies was as purely hypothetical as every previous stei> in the theory, no 
such pro^)eJ'ties being proved to be possessed by them as wei'e attributed to 
them, the only fact on which the whole theory rested, being the existence 
of s;lobules in the blood. Traces of this theory are still visible iii'preialeiit 
notions, and even in medical practice. 

Another theoiy of gi'eat authority and prevalence, supposed disease tc" 
be the product of an accumulation of vitiated and unhealthy secretionw iu 
the various cavities of the body, which must, therefore, by all means be 
removed — from the blood vessels by bleeding, from the stomach and bowels 
by emetics and catliarties, &c. This theory is not now generally acknowl- 
edged by the profession, but it continues to exert a powerful and widely 
extended influence dn the popular mind, and even on the miod and practice 
of the profession. 

The stomach and bowels enjoy the enviable pre-eminence of being the 
principal depositories of these vitiated secretions. Hence we so often hear 
compfaiats of foul stomachs and preasing demands for emetics and cathar- 
tics ; , an<3 hence physicians continiie to' sanction the popular enoi' by giving 
emetics and cathartics in every form of disease. 3S'o patient can be attack- 
ed with fever, influenza, head-ache, rheumatism or consumption without a 
foul stomach, which is ta be drenched with iiTitating emetics and cathartics, 
A few physicians appeal to the old theory as. the reason for this practice, 
and suppose they are thus directly backing the cause of disease, and among 
the remi'inder, some assign one reason, some another, and not a few at- 
tempting no reason at all, except the authority of books, and the fashion. 
The practice residting from this theory is of such univei'sal authoritj- and 
prevalence, we may, perhaps, be excused for devoting a moment to an 
illustration of its fallacy. Suppose, gentlemen, that one of you were to 
apply to me with a cold in the head, attended with a copious secretion of 
mucous from the nostiils and wish me to prescribe for you. I address you 
thus with due professional gravity; " Sir, your nose is foul, you have an 
Mccumulation of vitiated secretions in the nostrils. It is indispensiblo that 
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this be evacuated. I advise you to blowr your nose.'' You answer tbat 
you have done this every five minutes for the last twenty-four hours, but 
experience no improvement, and enquire wliat shall bo done next ? I reply, 
" This cause of your disease must firet be removed — blow your nose as often 
as this aociiraulation takes plaee, until this is effected, then we will do 
something further." This prescription, I pereeiv^ escites a smile. Why 
should itf I ask in ali seriousness. It is but acting upon, and canying 
out a principle with whidi we have all been familmr from our earliest 
childhood. It is just as amusing to hear a phyBician say to hia patient, 
" Your stomach is foul — take an emetic, or a eatltartic," as to hear him say, 
"yoKT nose is foul, blow it." It will puzzle you or your physician to give a 
more philosophical i«ason for the practice in one case than in the other, for 
it is equally true of these and all similar cases, that these secretions are 
not the caitse, but the product of disease, and the mere removal of this con- 
tinually reeuiTing product can have no effect in removing the disease which 
produces it, any more than emptying the watei^ of a reservoir can dry up 
the fountain that supplies it. 

Among prevailing uiedieal theoiies, one supposes all fevein to arise from 
infiammation of the brain, another of the stomach, another of the spleen, an- 
other of tlie arteries, &c One supposes fever to be the product of local 
inflammation, anotherthat the local inflammation is tlio product of the fever. 
The theories in regard to individual diseases, their natiu^ and treatment, 
are innumerable. Thei'e are at least twenty of delirium tremens. There 
are no less than one hundred of fevers, and an eqiial number of cholera. But 
in the most important and only practical paiticular, all these dashing and 
contradictory theories agree. They are all dji'octed in the application of ajcd- 
icine to disease by no higher or surer guide, than disconnected and insulated 
experiments at the bedside, or pure hypotliesis. The best reason, perhaps, 
which a practitioner of these schools can assign for a given proscription is, 
that he has seen or known of its being beneficial in similar cases. But as 
no two cases of disease are ever alike, in ail their eircumstances, we can 
scarcely speak of oiii' experience in any ^ven ease, as we have never wit- 
nessed one which was in all respeeta like it. Experience here is but analo- 
gy at best, and in all new cases of disease, analogy extremely loose and 
vague, if there be any apparent exception" to the remaik tliat ihei'e ai'e 
in the Allopathic schools no fixed laws controlling the application of medi- 
cine — if there be any approaeli to such a law, it eonsiste in giving such sx- 
ticles of medicme as ace supposed to be opposite in their eficcts to the dis- 
ease to be treated. Thus if the patient is too hot, cooling lemedies, called 
refrigerents are administered— if too cold, heating stimulants are applied. 
If he is weak, supposed sti'engthening remedies, cdled tonics are given. If 
the stomach is soui', soda or other alkalies, are prescribed. Diarrhcea is 
sought to be counteracted by opiates and astringents and constipation by 
laxatives. But; this method of curing by contraries, expi'essed hy lie phi'ase 
"cWifrarm controfus curantur" eonld never be reduced to a law, for it did 
not iail to bo observed that tlm mode of treating disease was generally but 
transient in its effect, leaving the system in a woi'se permanent condition 
than before, with the disease permanently aegi'avated. Thus a cathartic 
to remove constipation, generally left the jiaripnt more constipated — ^bleed- 
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iiig rendered a ropotition the luoi'o neccBsarj-, and ropoated repetitions 
placed ilia! iu a conditioa ia wliicli, apparently, lie could not esist witiioat 
it. But again, this praetico could not be reduced to a law, because we weie 
presented with tlia puzzling fact, ami it hna greatly puzded pliyaicians in 
all ages, that medicines froquently cHected their most prompt, permanent 
and aurprising curas, on a precisely opposite principle, viz ; that "like cures 
like.'" — Thus it was obseiTed that instead of coolnig a burn with coid wa- 
ter, as the first nila would require, it was much more speedily and effectu- 
allv cured bj heatmg stimulants, as turpentine or alcohol, or even by hold- 
lUj, it to tie fito Diirrhosa vran more eSectually treated by small doses 
it laxatives than bj opiates and astringents, Muchp-ore polTnaneiit warmtli 
w 1 _i\ Lu to the extremities by Tubbing them in snow or plunging thorn iv 
( 1 1 1\ it 1 (h-tn by k ivaim foot bath. A sour stomach was more eftectn- 

I f 1 ! ! \ SILL ill doaet. of sulphuric acid, one of the sourost things itl 

1 1 Pn lin'S Urns in diametric oppoeition to each other, 

I I 1 oth trac. Thus all the opposing theories of the 

I ige t) a common point of doubt and nncGrtainty. 

1^ 111 the apjMvrent egotism of a reference to iuy own ex.- 

\ II J \ 111 1 ij tliat dunng twenty years study and practice of thesif 
SI m 1 h ive felt the truth of this unceitainty m.ost painfully; Having 
1 1 Li } I eption of the hypothetical and uncei'tein cLatacterof aliprevai!- 
in_, ) terns ct practice I have felt hke one in search of truth indisponsibli; 
to the proper discharge of the fearful respoMibiHties, whieli crowd upon oiro 
who takes the health and life of others in his hand* — truth which my rea- 
son taught me must esiat in the established taws of nature, but which 1 
could no whei-o find. Bosidee an anxious examination of the hypotheses 
of the so-called orthodox schools, I have not considered au examination of 
the Thompsonian and Botanical systems and mesmerism ae compromising 
the dignity of a searcher after truth. And though in all these thew is morci 
or less developed that is curious or wonderful, or.ia various ways useful, 
yet none of them supply the great practical desideratum — ^general andfixmi 
principles on which wc ean depend in our fearful position at the bedside of 
those who are looking to us for the preservation of life and a restoration t-i 
Jituiltli. With these results before me I have often said to jny brother prac- 
titioners that all the systems of medicine estant appeared to me to consti- 
tute but one great wstem of learned empicicisra. . In an address before the 
Medical Society of this  county I ventured to expreee the opinion, that medi- 
cine, in its present state, could prefer no just claims to the appellation of a 
science.* A science implies a collection and knowledge of the great princi- 
ples or laws which relate to a given subject. The science of astronomy sup- 
poses a collection and knowledge of the laws whidi govern the motions of 
the heavenly bodies. They enable us to foresee what will tsks place amonj; 

" In this TJaw I am abundantly siistainod by many of tlie brightest ImninaricH 
of tlie profession. Biolmt, tUo father of pathology, Hdys; "There isiLot, in tko Materia 
Mediefl, any general systamjbnt thLB science has been by turns, infliieoced by thosi! 
■whohaveruledinmeilicine" — "hanoo the vagaenene, flie nncerlainty whioh.now 
preBGDtthsniselvlts. The incoherent assemblage of opinions Uieni Helves incoherent, 
it ifi perhaps, of all sciences the best representation of the CBjjricea otthe human mind. 
What do I »ayV It is not a science for a methodic mind: it is a shapeless assem- 
blage of inexact ideas; of observatitms often pueiilc, of deceitful means, of fovmii - 
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Uiose bodies at a given fature period — ^to foretell their future comae and lo- 
caliti^ and thiia to pi'ediet an eclipse or tlie return of a comet. A Bcicuoe 
of medicine would suppose a knon'ledge of laws governing the aetiou of 
'■(■medies, wliicli would enable us to determine that action nnder given cir- 
i:ii instances. If a new and unheard of disease presents itself, the science 
oi' medicine, if it be a science, slionUl enable the physician to select and 
ripply the appropHate remedy and confidently predict its effects. Bvt snc/i. 
a taw is uiiknoviit in any of the Allopathic sehooii of medicine, and it was 
the painfully conscious want of it that induced the venerable Dr. Parr to 
retii-e from lio proiession, aasigmng as a reason tliat he was "fared of gueas- 
ing." 

Such a law, however, exists, and it was reserved for Hie immortal Hah- 
nemann to dipcover and apply it to the cure of disease. On reading the 
great'work of Hahnemann in which this law is stat«d, illustrated and prov- 
ed, I felt for the first time during my tiventy years search for a fixed, prac- 
tical law in medicine, as flxousands of otfaere have felt, like exchiimnig 
somewhat in the exulting spirit of its Original utterance, "I've found it, — 
I've found it!" 

The law may be thus stated: '^Evenj medicine actx as the appropi-iaie 
<md gpficifc remedy fur a disease, attended with an assetnhlage ^symptoms 
closely resemblim.g those which the same medicines produee in the healthy 
subject" It is expressed by tlie'ijhrnse, ^similia simililm ewantu'r"—-"like 
cures li!ce," in di^ opposition to the old doctrine, "contraria contrariis 
mraniur.'" To render this law perfectly plain by a single example : spirits 
of turpentine applied to the sound skin, pioluces heat^ ■■edness, pain and 
iuflaainiation closely resembling a burn: it should, (Aerefore, be an appro- 
priate application for the cure of a binia. All esperionce proves this to bo 
the fact. 

ilahnemann, with powers of mind of a veiy uncommon order, and ha^ - 
itig been highly eductited for the medical piirfession, soon became, as mnuy 
men of sense have, disappointed and dissatisfied with the uncertainties of 
medical practice.* Possessing remarkable powers of observation, and witli 
■a highly logical and inductive as well cultivated hitellect, a feet hitherto un- 
noticed, but to bun remarkable, attracted his attention. While translating 
CuHin's Materia Medica into German, he was stiiick by some bold suppositions 
of this author about die Penman Bai'k, and, in order to rofate them, he resol- 
ved to prove this drug on IiiinBelf. But what was his sm'prise when ho felt 
himself affected by l£e same symptoms which he had had the opportunity 
to obseiTQ, so many times in Lower Himgarj' during the prevalence of the 
Ague. In short, the bark which was used na the universal remedy for the 
Ague, had produced an ague in him. In this firet proving, to use his own 
las as abwrdly coneoired as thoy are tastidioiisly collected." The eame idea is cx- 

Eressed more qiiaiiitlv and keeuly by D'Alembcrt. "The phjBiciari being truly a 
had man armed with a dob, who, b9 chance directs, the weight of the blow will 
lie certain of annihilating eililier nutiire or the disease." 

A present distingiiiahed medical lecturer in London, does not hesitate publicly to 
declare tie whole machinery of existing medical doctrines a sheev humbug, "Qon- 
tlemen," says ha, '-you now see the correctnpira of the late Dr. Gregory, that medi- 
cal doctrines are little better than "stavk staring absurdities." A volume might bi> 
filled witli similiu' sentiments from the highest authorities. 
'The venerable Hahnemann is flippantly spoken of a? an insigi ificaiit qnnck b.y 
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words, "there dawned to me tlie first ray of that method of curing, which 
soon was brightened into the most splendid day." 

On examining the records of medicine, he found the writings of othe™ 
to confiim his own ohserration. He found that medical writers had recor- 
ded oppression of the stomach, vomiting and diarrhcea, indigestion, debili- 
ty and jaundice among the effecis produced by the Bark, and yet that this 
was pi'ecisely the combination of symptoms for the cure of wliich, the high- 
est authorities recommended and all empbyed the Bark with success. 
Here was a strange fact which could not escape the observant eye and the 
logical Bcrutiiiy of Hahneniann. He pondei'ed and queried. The same 
article produced in the healthy oppression of the stomach and indigestion, 
and cured them in the sick — produced ^■eat pi'ostration of strength and res- 
tored to strength, those who were debilitated by disease — piiiduced jaun- 
.dice and cured it. He asked himself : "Is this an anomaly in medicine ? or 
do other articles act on this same principle V He employed his own imri- 
vailed powers of observation and his almost boimdlesa reading to collect facis 
on this ral^eet. . The I'esults prodnced ifetonisliment which every day's in- 
vestigation increased. He found the Bark far from being asolitajy example. 
On the other hand, he found an example of the same law in almost every med- 
icine, in the works of almost every medical author in every age, though not 
one of these authors, probably, had ever dreamed of the existence of the 
law of which they had furnished so many examples. The following exam- 
ples will illustrate the character of these feicls. He found from the medical 
i'ecords of that period, that the sweating sickness in England in the IStli 
century, cMried off about ninety-nme out of every hundred attacked with 
it, iintd physicians, in the process of esperimenting, resorted to tha use of 
diaphoi'etica, that is sweatir^ medicines, after which scarcely a patient died. 
Strange indeed, tliat a disease, the prominent feature of which is,, that the 
patient js sweating to death, should be speedily cured by giving him medi- 
cines to make him sweat. 

Tobacco, every one knows, produces giddineffl, nausea, anxiety, trembling, 
and prosti-ation, yet he fonnd that the physicians, when attacked with this 
train of symptoms, while attending the- victims of a peculiai' epidemic in 
Holland, promptly relieved themseives by smoking. 

opstartain medicine ond even by older members of the profession, as ignorant of liis 
doctrines imd the deptli of bis knowled^re as they are of lunar botany. Not no witli 
those who enjoyed the pleasure and the honor ofhis acquaintance or an acquaintaJiiie 
witiibiB writings. Hear the testimony of Dr. Valentine Moftof New York, the boast 
and glory of Amarioan Snidery. During his tour in Earops, he visited and formed 
an acquaintance witJi him. Hesaysof him; "Hahnemann is one of tlomostaccom- 
^i^ed and scientific physicians of the present age." 

Hnfeland.tliejjatriarch of German medicine, in his celebrated MedicalJournal, 
bears tlie following testimony; "Homceopatliy is advancing in impoitaooe, and ifu 
author is a man to whom v/em-mt concede our respect" 

Kopp, a very celebrated physician and elaborate writer on legal and jjractical 
medicine, thus speaks: "Whoever has traced Hahnemann's career with a critical eye, 
whether as an antboTj teacher, or founder and master of a new school, must be 
struck with his genius forinvestigation, originality of reflection and gigantic powers 
of mind." f'HjB refiearohes reapeating the specific virtne of medicines and the a- 
mount of ansoe^iibtilitj in the human organizalion to tlieii' impression, are of impor- 
ishabie iraprrtanoe to onr art." We might nmltiply similar quotations to any a- 
moimt. How ridieulous to hcai small men in tbe profession, apply to snch a man 
the epithet of quack! 
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Hedicjil writers had recorded attacis of cpilej^y -with [tremois and eon- 
viilsiona produced on the inhabitants of Kamtschatka by the use of the 
Agarieiia miiBcariue, a species of muslmxnn, while other writers had record- 
ed examples of epilepsy, attended with similar tremors and convulsions, 
ciu'ed by Ihe same article. 

The oil of anise bad been nsed for centuries to cure pain of the stomach 
and colic, but the examples were jiumerous in medical wiiters, of the oil of 
anise producing pain of the stomaeh and colic. 

Ho found high authoiities reeojnmending, from their oivn observation, 
the iiao of Jalap and Senna to cure griping and pain of the stomach and 
bowels ; but no fact is better known than that both these ai-tides are 
extremely apt to produce these very symptoms, and hence tlie cbmestic 
practice of combining anise seed with ttiem to prevent theeo elFects. 

One writer had published an account of the Solaiiiun aignun, taken hj 
'im'stake, producing enormous' diopey of the whole bodj", while two physi- 
oians were publishing cases of- the cui'e of dropsy by tiie saine ai-tide. 

He found, on equally good and equally numerous authorities, that Stra- 
iiionium produced and cured, delirium, convulsions aud chorea. 

While some physicians had seen Hyosdamns produce convulsions resem- 
bling epilepsy, as many more had attested the cure of such convulsions 
with it. The same article had been seen to produce a certain vaiiety of 
mental derangement, and just this variety of derangement had been fi'e- 
qiiently cured by it, while it had failed to cure other rarieties. One of 
the most markeil effects of the same article, as often observed, was a spas- 
modic constriction of the throat, so as to prevent swallowing; but tlie 
celebrated Dr. Withering, having such a case of consti'iction of the throat 
to treat, eould make no impression on it, till lie gave the Hyosciamus, 
which speedily cured it. 

He foirad, among the acknowledged effects of tlie free use of Hitiic 
Acid, salivation and ulceration of the mouth, while tlie same article was 
generally I'ecoflimended for the cui'e of niercunal salivation and ulceration. 

Tea produces, in those not accustomed to its use, anxiety, trembling and 
palpitation of the heart: yet every lady knows that a moderate qnantity 
of tea, is an excellent remedy for these very symptoms. These few exam- 
ples will serve to indicate the character of the facts which Halsnemann's 
reatliug and observation daily accumulated, until he found that what was 
true of the Bart was equally true of eveiy medicine whose action he had 
'leen able accurately to ascertain by reading or observation. These fael« 
had at length become as nnmeious as the medicines whose effects had been 
at all minutely detailed, and as nnmerous as their various applications, and 
they were all but so many examples and proofe of the law, " simtlia simHi- 
Im cvrahtur," not an exception to which he Jiad yet been able to find. 
This would have been sufficient, and more than sufficient to satisfy any 
man who had ever constructed a medical theory. Kot so with Hahne- 
mann. His logical mind had already become thoroughly di^sted with 
the universal prevalence of theories based upon insufficient facts or undis- 
guised hypothesis. These facts, numerous as they were, were not sufficient- 
ly numerous to justify his rigidly inductive and truth-loving mind in 
inducing from them tlie univoi'sality of the law. In order for him to be 



.yGoot^le 



16 

satisfleil of tlie Qiiiveraality of the trutli, that medicines cnre in the eic!;, 
the symptoms which they produce in the healthy, it was necessary for him 
to know precisely what Bjioptoms they were capahle of exciting hi the 
liealthy. But here h^, with the wholo medical world, was sadly at fault. 
Physicians had not hecn accnstoiocd to give medicines to the healthy. Ko 
espeiiments had over Ixieu instituted for the pirfijose of arriving at this 
Ituowledgo. , Hitherto, the effects of modicines had only been ohserved in 
occasional cases of poisoning, or ivhen medicinal suhstaueoa had heen taken 
by mistalfe, or when given to the sick In the two former cases the iu 
stances had been too nnfrec^ucnt ind too looseh obacricd to be ohsenci il\ 
useful. The latter must be a^ery imiwrieet method of aseoitainmg t! 
eiS^ts of medicine, ainec it is imp ssiblo to distmguiah the effect 
produced by the medicine from those prodiccd by the disease Pc 
sides, medicines were then, even more cHom than now gnensmglj 
but in compoiiuds of two, three hill a dozen or dozi,n artidea combm d 
together. In all these cases it in manifestly impoaaible t d stingm h 
the effects produced by each ot these inoiiHlients m the comjouiJ 
mingled, modified and connt-ei-acted "is thej ire bv each other Su<.h n 
the meagivs knowledge of the jropertiCB f mcdiem s possessed 1\ li 
medical world but about half a centun asfo In oi Icr, then to ir i 
with certainty, at the truth of the Homoeop^thlc law it was ii d spensil 1 
ti> prosecute a long series of ongiual and difliiult etpenmenis It w i 
necessary that persons should take, in suceessi n, each ol the remtdie-i ti 
bo, employed in medicine, iintit it sliould produce all the effects which it 
vias capable of producing, compatible with safety. But the establishaient 
of this gre^t law of medicine, it tine, was of iuconceivablo iinportanee. Ii; 
would, at once, convert the Art of medicine into a Science — endless conjectme 
into certainty. In view of its importance, the, great heart, the' philan- 
thTOpic spirit, the truth-loving inwilect of Hahiiemanu. did not hesitate. 
He rtsolved to become, luiBself, the subject of expeiiment, and to oftftr 
himself, if need be, a saoriflce upon the altar of ^th, of scjonce and oi 
humanity. With an insatiable thirst for certain knowledge, an unconquera- 
ble love of truth, and a self-sacrificing devotion to the interests of mankind 
never surpassed, he commenced administering medicines to himself, ob- 
serving a rigid system of regimen, removing himself from all infinences 
which could infenete with their action, and noting, with great exactness, 
all their efiecta. To his great wlief, he was soon afterwards joined by 
several other highly Bcientjfio .members of the protessioii ajid numerous 
pupils, who each, with their families, became the subject of experiment. 
Each of the medicines was given io persons of different ages, sexes and 
temperaments, nutU it had pniduced all the effects which it was capable of 
producing compatible with the safety of the subject, and all these effects 
weTO carefully recorded in the order of their production. All the proper- 
ties of some two hundred arficlee of medicine were thus minutely ascer- 
lairied under the scrutinizing eye of Halmeinanu himself. Similar 
experiments have since been iacessjmtly prosecuted by Homteopathic physi- 
cians, to the present time, and thus the Materia Medica conljaually enlarged. 
This process of experiment, even by the admission of the most learned and 
oandid of the Allopathic schools, was the first reliable foundation that wjis 



.yGoot^le 



1? 

ever laid for a correct Materia Medica — for a worlt containing a true record 
of the properties, and all the propeilies of the medlcijies of which it treats. 
There was now au opportunity to test the nmreisaiity of the tnitk of the 
Homceopathic law. It now only remained in the treatment of disease, to 
select and apply ancli medicines as had been found, by former expeiinmnts, 
to pi'oduce the same gi-onp of symptoms and in the same order as those 
presented by the disease to be cufed. If, in curable diseases, tliese reme- 
dies, thus applied, always produced prompt and jiei'manent erases, then this 
law of the action of remedies would be establashed. It must suffice to 
say, that Hahnemann's absolutely enormous practice — a practice perhaj^ 
exceeding in amount, that of any man in any age, and its amazingly suc- 
cessftil results for more than half a century, fully satisfied even hia perhaps 
over-acrapulous mind, and dissipated oveiy doubt of the universality of 
the great law " similia similibus eurantur" — of. the final establishment of 
:[!, prmciple upon which the physician could rely instea<l of spending his 
life iu, guessing and experimenting at the expense of his patients. The 
only thing in. which Hahnemann hesitated was in piiblishing the resulu of 
his experimenta to the world. In answer to the earnest entreaties of Doctor 
Guenther, one of hia early friends, not to keep Awm tlie world the benefita 
of lis discoveries, he nsed to reply: "My dear friend, you do not know 
what nest of wasps I shall stjr thereby. -The physicians will kill me." 
The same test has eqnally satisfied tJiousands of the most gifted minds in 
Europe and A^ierica, who have been converted to this doctrine from the 
Allopathic schools. Every day in the life 'of every Hom(»3pathic practi- 
tioner, adds new and delightful confirmation fo this trutli, Not an ex- 
ijeption has yet been found in relation to any wtidle that has yet been 
employed in medicine. We claim, then, that no natural law is established 
by a mow legitimate and unquestionable induction. With as much pro- 
priety might it be demanded of us, thai we should elevate every individual' 
ponderous body from the surfece of the earth, to see if it will fall again, be- 
ibro we admit the tnithof tielawof gravitation, as that we should delay 
induction of the truth of the Homceopathic law until it shall be tested by 
expeiiments with oveiy medicinal substance that may hereafter be discov- 

But I am fully sensible, from the experience of my own incredulit;i-, of 
rthe difficulty of admitting it even after it is philosophically established. 
It is in such direct opposition to ail oui' educational notions of the action 
■of remedies ! How preposterous to cure vomiting by giving emetics, and 
a bum by applying heating atimulaiits ! But, let us familianze oixreelveH a 
little with the principle, iuijuire into its rationale, and, see, if upon further 
acquaintance, it does not commend itself to our approval, by conforaiing to 
onv common sense and experience. 

We shall find that this law of "similia similibus," is founded upon, and 
nece^arily grows out of, a law of vitality — a law regulating the vital princi- 
ple. It is necessary that wo become acquainted with the modus operandi of 
this vital principle. Let us in this, as in all other cases of science, question 
nature. My hands are of a low temperature, and I plunge them into cold 
Tvater or rab them in snow. What is the result? In a"8hort time they 
lare glowing with .warmth. Is this result a fi'eak of nature — an anomaly ? 
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or is it an example of & law in nature, like all her laws, universal and inva- 
riable ? Let lis leam, if wc have not yet learned, that nature has uo freaks 
— no anoiRolies. ThiB result is but an example of a law of vital re-action 
which it shall be our aim bi'iofly to illustrate. The law may be thus stated : 
" Whenever any ^nt having the power to exeite an unnatural action in 
the system,, is so applied as to be felt, the vital principle ib excited to oppose 
its effects, and to produce a stale the opposite of that which this agent 
tends to produce." This vital re-actioii against unnatural agencies, (and all 
medicines areof course such,) invariably manifests itself, unless the power 
of the agency is so great as to overpower vital re-aetioo altogether. Thus 
when I rub iny hands, though already cold, in snow, by this law the vital 
principle re-acts against it, and ondeavoi'S to produce a state the opposite of 
that which the snow tends to produce ; and it is so sucee^ful in this at- 
tempt that it not only overcomes the influence of the cold which I have 
applied, but it liaa acquired such an inipetua in conaequence of being lallied 
by the atlditioual cold, that it ovei'comes that which previously existed, 
and niy hands, in spite of this double opposition, become hot. Take an 
opposite example. 1 burn my hand. It is now hot, red, inflamed and 
painful. On the principle of the prevalent schoolsof medicine, ("eontra- 
ria contrariis,!' &c^ I shall apply cold. And what would be the effect? 
Why, the heat and pain would be alleviated for a short time, but Hie vital 
principle is aroused m opposition to it, and it soon becomes more red, hot 
and painful tlian ever. Hence, experience, witljout a knowledge' of the 
principle, has taught the profepsion that cold to a burn, though a comforta- 
ble temporary palliative, is a bad curative. But let us adopt an opposite 
treatment, and apply a highly heating stimulant, such as spirits of tuipen- 
tine or alcohol. The viial principle re-acts against this also, and endeavoia 
to produce a state the opposite of tlmt wliicb thw application tends tt. 
produce. It succeeds in this, and in a short tune the heat, pain and in- 
flammation subside and a comfortable coolness eoines on, in spite of tlif' 
heat of the ham and the additional heat applied. 

Take other and varied examples. A man takes a gl*»s9 of brandy, lu 
tendency is to produce increased sti'eagtb, activity ind Mvacity of mind 
and body. But there is a vital principle within wh;cli will certainly re-act 
against it, and overcome it, and establish a state directly the icvevae of it, 
and a few hours afterwards, we shall find this man weak, languid and in- 

A man is over-heated upon wine. The next day he shivers upon the 
slightest exposure to cold air. Strong cofiee stimulates the faculties to 
unnatural activity, but it leaves behind asenaation of heaviness and drow- 

A restless patient is put to sleep on opium, but on the following 
night he is more restless and sleepless than before, A patient takes a 
laxative to relieve constipation; after its action constipation is increased. 
But we can only dwell on these examples sufHciently to illustrate the prin- 
ciple. Examples might bo adduced as numerous as medicines and theii- 
applications. I have selected these few from their familiarity to those 
who have not made medicine a study. But a sufficiently exiended exami- 
nation will show the prineiple to be universal. It is to this to-active 
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principle that tLe HonKeopathist addresses all his pvescrip'tioTift, ■>^llile tte 
Ailopatliist acts on a (liieetly opposite piinciple, depending oti t.hf! primary 
etfects of hia medicines which si* always tranaient, to produce tlie desired 
state, while tlie re-active efFeet which is lasting and pei'maneiit io of a di- 
rectly opposite character from that which he aimed to piwduce. How many 
examples of this deceptive and short lived impravcment, followed, necessa- 
rily, by pennaneut and lasting injury, crowd T.ipon the mind ! Pecmalicnt 
constipation following the nse of laxatives, lasting debility succeeding the 
use of tonics and stimulants, jiormanent in'itability nud rest.lessiicss tlie use 
of opiates, ifec. &c., ad ii^ni^m. 

As it is my main object to imbiie your minds with a knowledge of tlie 

frcat law of cute, as a sure and scientific basis of the ti'calnient of dbense 
y medicine, in conti'aat with Allopathic empyi'ieism, yon. will pnrdon me 
if I enlarge on this brancli of the sul^ect a little faj'ther, and contrast the  
manner in which the Allopathic and the Homoeopathic physician treats 
disease. 

What an Allopatlue studtnt le-sms of the practice of medicine (tmoiiHta 
to this He takes up the studv, lor example, of fever, with the view of 
pcepaniig Iiiniselt to tioat it Ha jfuls, tti'St, a. description of tha disease, 
dnd then pioeeeds to the tiejitment. He reads that one distiiif^tiished 
wiiter jecommends eolil aftusions, and another disagrees with fiira and 
thinks thenidangeiou One advises wine, and another insisfs tb.it the 
patient should hiie the most coobns; drinks only.  Many prescribe Peru- 
vian bark, or Quiuiuc, a part of them because ttey think it a fobrifu^^'c, 
and another part because they deem it a tonic. Othei-s object to those 
n^medics altogether, because they believe thorn heating and fever produ- 
ciU5> lemedioB Some lecommend a free use of cathartics, and othere 
wnin thp young practitioner against their use. And so on to the end of 
thochaptei, iilniost e\ery reroefly m the Jf atcria Mcdiea being reoorameiid- 
ed by some and repudiated bj othein The author closes his liieid account 
of treatment by giving his own practice, and the student, thus furnished, 
goes forth to tike the lives of men in his lands, at liberty, mider the 
..Bauetion of higli authorities to employ just what remedies he please*, and 
sadly puzalcd to make a choice. But in all his stndy be does not get the 
first glimpse of a law of cure. The best reason he can. give for adminis- 
tering any remedy is, that somebody thinks be has found it useful, without 
knowing why, in disease that seemed to resemble the case in hand. 

Medicine has, therefore, cei1«inly been no fitting study to any one a* a 
matter of science, simply because there was no science in it, and it is not 
strange that die profession have discouraged tlie practicid investigations of 
laymen. 

But we repeat that the application of medicine to diseaw is, neverthe- 
less, a science, with laws fixed, simple and easily undei'stood, and therefore 
open to the knowledge of a!!. 

Let us refer to two of these Jaws as intimately connected wilJi the great 
law of cure, even at the risk of some repetition of thought. 

First law. Every medicine produces two directly opposite effeeO in the 
order of time — the lirst primary and transient, the other, secondary and 
perraaneitt. To illustrate by an example: A patient takes a cafiiaitic. 
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Its £rat or priinaty effect is, to stimulate the intestines to an unusual and 
untiatnral eftbrt to expel their eontenta. But this efiect is transient, con- 
tinuiug only a few hours. The second aiy effect is just the revetse, vi/,: 
uRuaiiaL and unnatural inactirity and torpor, or ooiiBtipation, 

Again. An opiate is given to allay pain and procure [■est hy diminiBh- 
ing (jr benumbing senaibUity to the causes of suffering. This purpose is 
transiently answered by its primary effect, but tliis soon ceases, and then 
comes tlie opposite or secoiidaiy effect, via: inci'eased sensibility to all tlie 
causes, of annoyance. And so true is nature to herseli^ — so inflexibly ad- 
herent to her own laws, ihat the physician may persist as long as ho 
pleases in his infrnctions of this vital law, and she will have her own way 
and maintain her I'esistanco to the last, or until the stru^le ends in ex- 
hausted vitality and d.ath. The Same is true of all other remedies. 

If you send for a physician who prescribes a cathnrtie, or laxative, yow 
can very properly ask your medical adviser; "What, sir, is fo be the pri- 
mary effect of this dose ! " If he answers: "To stimulate the bowels to 
greater activity," you may then very propeily reply: "My dear sir, as I 
have learned the laws of cure, tJiis effect will be but transient, while a 
secondary and opposite effect, viz : increased torpor and constipation will 
inevitably follow, which will be lasting, and the effect of your prescription will 
be to afibrd me temporaiy (dleviation at the expense of a lasting as^rava- 
tiou of the veiy difficulty which you nun to core. I sLould cei'tainly he 
glad to be relieved of jny present emban'aesment, but this is obtaining 
present liijuidation at a iiglier rate of interest than I can afford to pay. I 
prefer to suffer a little now to suffering so much moi'C hei'eafter, I am 
obliged to you for your offer of present relief, even on such hard terms, but 
really, sir, I feel obliged to decline it." And tie same reasoning applies 
to all remedies administered on Allopathic principles. 

Second law. All medicines produce two eiacliy opposite effects, accord- 
ing to quantity ; tliat is, small and large doses produce oppasite effects. A 
small dose of Opium pioduces eshilatation and wakefulness — a large dose, 
languor, stupor and deep. Very small doses of Khubarb, Mereuiy and 
other cathartics allay irritability of the bowels, and tlius cure diarrhoea 
and dysentery — large doses produce initability and diarrhoea. Very smali 
doses of Emetic Tartar, Ipecac, &c., allay irritability of tbe stomach anil 
thus cure vomitiug and idiolera-morhus — large doses produce tlieso very 
states. 

The one is the disease- curing, tie other the disease-producing effect. 
This law is equally practical with the first. Guided by It, the physician 
will so administer his medicines as to secure their secondaiy or curative ef- 
fects, and avoid their primary or disease-producing effects. And patients 
when properly informed, will lie wise enough to refuse a preacriptiou mado 
in violation of tliis law. They will say to the physician who prescribes 
fortbem lai^ doses, (and all Allopathic doses arc large, though they may 
call them small,) " Sii', I consulted you for the pui^pose of being cured, and 
you offer me a drug iu a dose that will make me sick. The law of cure, 
as I understand it, makes it no part of the business of a physician to 
produce diseaKe, but his exclusive business to cui'e it. The time is past 
when the proper inscription on the sign of the ptysician was, ' A disease 
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manufactory,' and the appropriate title of the piofession, ' The destructive 
art of healing.' I must insist on your treating me in obedieiic« to and in 
harmony with the great and now well-understood iawB of cure, or I must 
ta^e the treatment into ray own hands, or consult some one better informed." 

A consideration of these two laws leads us again, by a slightly different 
process, to the same great law of cure, " Like cures like." Wo see a pa- 
tient laboring imder a disease characterized by a certain combination of 
 symptoms. We inquire wbat raedieiTie produces this combination of symp- 
toms, given in large doses. By a careM comparison of the symptoms 
with those produced by various medicines, we find that they have a stri-  
king resemblance, for example, to those produced by Arsenicum in, large 
doses. Ai'senicum, then, must .be the appropriate and specific renjedy in 
small doses, because it produces, in small doses, effects just the opposite of 
those prod txced by largo doses of- the same r m dy that is j st the opjio 
Bif« of those under wMeh the patient labors, and ot course esta 1 shes an 
opposite state, that is, a freedom fiom t] ose symf ton s oth i\o a 
I'eetoratiou to health. 

But to return. Doas not the great 1 w o n 1 a 1 ntu 

growing out of the law of vital re-action coma en 1 s t o j I oa 

phy, your cOmmon sense and your epeece Btttlso a;reat 
principle be -admitted, all that HomcK j I j c a as esse il « 

confteded. If this be true, the whole syste h wh eh De essa ]j grows out 
of it, is a system of truth — if it fail, the whole ste fe is 

I doubt not tliat this remark will surprise and disappoint many of my 
auditors, for I am perfectly aware how industriously the falsehood lias been 
circulated, and the community made to believe, that the pi'incipal, if not 
the only peculiarity of our systam consists in administering infinitessimal 
doses of medicine, or what amounts to no medicine at all. My hearers 
are by this time Sufficiently disabused of tKis luisrepresentation, aitd see 
that our system is distinguished by great, peculiar and philosophically 
established principles. But I should perhaps not answer expectation or do 
justice to the suLject, if I did not advert to this feature of the system. 

Those who have appi'ehended the principle of "siraiha similibus curau-- 
tur," cannot fail to see the necessary consequence of small doses. They 
will see that we do not give medicine to obtain its primary or diiwt effect, 
but to excite the re-action of the vital principle, and thus enable it to 
oveiiiome the very slight primary effect produced by the medicine, and the 
disease at the same time, as in the case of applying cold to the hands to 
uxoite warmth. A patient is attacked with nausea and is on the i>oint of 
vomiting. We give him an ailicle which will produce such nausea and 
vomiting in a healthy subject, that is, an emetic. But will a laige dose be 
likely to cure his sickness? Will it not on the other hand bo certain to 
aggravate it? In like manner, will a patient with inflammatoi'y fever bear 
laige doses of stimulants with impunity? Another is laboring under 
he^-ache; closely resembling that produced by Belladonna. Will he bear 
large doses of Beiladoima without aggravating it! Medicine is commonly 
given to produce an indirect effect upon the diseased part, through sound 
and distant organs; thus a headache is treated by acting upon the healthy 
stomach or bowels by an emetic or cathartic. Here iai^e doses may be 
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borne; but very different ia it if we give a remedy which acts directlj aud 
specifically upon the diseased organ itself, as Belladonna does upon a dis- 
eased bead and an emetjc upon a nauseated stomach, But in Horaceopathic 
practice we always prescribe medicines which act directly and specifically 
upon tlie diseased part itself. How preposterous the a^ument that our 
doses can produce ho efiect upon the sick, because a man in sound health 
can hear a mudi larger dose with impunity ! Suppose I meet one of these 
objectors with a biirat finger. 1 place my finger at a comfortable distance 
from the fire and iuvito hini to place his by its side. He does so, but in- 
stantly withdraws it in an Rgony of pain. I ridicule his pretended sonsiT 
tiveness to sucli a loodevaie degree of heat, because it produces no uncom- 
fortable effect ou me. I find him shut up in a profoundly dark room with 
infi animation of the eyss. I admit a ray of light by raising the comer of 
a curtain, and he sa'eaTiis with pain, I Jangh at him for pretending to feel 
a powerful effect from such a quantity of light, because I have boine the 
full blaze of day without inconvenionce. This is no more preposterous and 
absui'd, than to ridicule the idea of small doses producing an effect when 
acting dirccLly on a diseased organ which is therefore peculiarly sensitive to 
its effects, because the same doses produce no palpable efl'ecta upon an indi- 
vidual firee from disease. 

Tills one view of the subject is, perhaps, fully suflicient for our purpose, 
but there is anther circumstance that greatly strengthens it. The active 
power of medicine is greatly increased by the Homceopathie method of 
preparation. We, take, for example a grain of medicine, mix it with one 
Imndrcd gi'aJns of. sugar of milk and tiitnrabO in a moitar to great fineness. 
We triturate a gmin of this mixture with another hundred grains of sugar 
of milk, and so on, as many times as we think proper. Mathenjaticiaus 
teli us, tliat it is mathematically demonstrable that the suiface of a given 
solid body, when reduced to particles, is increase<:l in the ratio of tlie 
dimiimtioji of its paiticles. 6ui' firat trituration vast.ly multiplies the num- 
ber of particles, diminishes their aize, and in the same ratio, increases their 
ag^'egate surfece. The second trituration iuei'eaaes the surface from a 
quarter of an inch to very many feet. A very small part of a grain, thus 
prepared, pi'esenta a vastly larger surface to come in contact with the livinff 
organism than the whole graiii without this process. Can ic be doubted, 
thai medicines act very much in pro^wition to tlie surface which can be 
brought io contact ivitb the ot^anism! WiU not tliat medicine act with 
greafei' power that comes in direct contact with a surfiic* of many feet — 
that can be spread over the whole internal surface of the stomach arid 
bowels, thus coming in contact with every part of it, tiian that which pre- 
sents only ft surface of a quarter of an incli ! The moat learned Albpath- 
iats admit this. If then, instead of weight, we take surface as the standard 
of size, doubtless the more correct standard in this case, then the Allopath- 
ist who gives his grain, gives a small dos», while the Homoeojiathist' who 
gives Ills quarter or eighth or sisteenth of a grain, gives, in reality, a vastly 
larger one, so that we geiierally find it necessary to reduce the quantity 
ranch below these fractions. 

But after all, independently of al! these sufficient considemtions, the ob- 
jeirtions to the smalhieBS of the do^c, arc morii mooiisliino, foi- our systiim 
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ji Libt. no 1^1 iit tj and mjo ct. no restiictioiis. It telis the young 
1 rictitioner that it he prcporea his medicanes properly, and always pre- 
BCnbes them on the Homoeopathic i rindple, he will find, from, the donHu 
eiuse of then increased power and the peculiar susceptibility o£ the 
patieut, m all cases to the approj riite Homoeojwithie remedy, that very 
amftU doses will produce \eiy prompt and ealutaiy eftects — effeels, which, 
it he has only been iceustoined to Allopathic preactiptiona, will astooish 
hjm and appear more like the result of Bupeniatural agency than what 
lie liaa boen accustomed to consider the natural effects of medicine. But 
he IS, at the same time, told that he is under no restrictions se to the quan- . 
tity of medicines he sliall give, but is at liberty, nay, in duty bound, to 
observe for himself, and give sneh doses as he finds neceeaary to produce 
the desired effect, 'Ihla license is surely broad enough for al], except thraw 
who are resolved to give more medicine than they iliemselves find noces- 

A query naturally arises here. If the piinciples of the Homceopathic 
system aro reidly so obvious and well established, why is it that the whole 
medical profession have not adopted it! To give a full answer to this 
question would require a lecture by itself. It must suffice Iiere to say, that 
several causes, such as natural indolence — the dread of being obliged to go 
into new trains of laborious investigations, the pride of learning — an nn- 
willingness to acknowledge that othcre have leamed what they do not 
inow; a veneration for old and supposed established doctrines; tha reputed 
weakness of credulity, wliieh can beeaeily induced to believe new things, 
with thO'Bupposed dignity of unbelief, Iiave all conspired, in every age, to 
deter men from adopting, and to pjwduce rraistanc* to new discoveries. 
The histo^'y of discoveiies and improvements in science in every age, not 
excepting our own, is a history of opposition — opposition frum the pro- 
tessedly learned. There has always been a large class of philosophei's who, 
having finished their education where it should have begun, and entrench- 
ing themselves hchind their mighty acquisitions, have devoted the remaiu- 
dec of life to mulisli opposition to all subsequent discoveries. Harvey was 
cruelly pei'secutcd to the day of his death, by the professedly learned in 
the profisaion, for his discovery of the circulatiou of the blood, the earjy 
Chemists tor their discoveries in Chemistry, and Gallileo by all the philoso- 
pher of the age, for announcing his then unpopular, absurd and heretical 
doctrine of the revolution of the earth. Recent does uot differ from former 
history in this respect. It is not strange, then, that a modem improve- 
ment iu medicine should sliare tlie common fate. It is much, more sfi'ango, 
in my estimation, that it should constitute so much of an exception to the 
general nde — that within little more than fifty yeai's fmm its first discovery 
by one man, andwitliin but iittie more than half ihnt time from its gen- 
oral announcement to the world through the press, it should number its 
thousands of converts from among the most learned and scientific of the 
medical profession in Europe and America — ^tliat it should already boast 
its seven hundred volumes of medical literature, its'twenty or thirty' peri- 
■odicals, monthly and quai'terly, its professorships in European Univei^ties, 
its numerous Court physicians and Counsellors, and its hundreds of thou- 
sands of grateful, patients ftom the most intelligent in every community; 
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that it should be already sustained in Europe by imperial decrees and 
royal eoactnientB — that moat of the crowned heads upon the continent 
have already chosen Homoeopatbists as Court ptysiciane, and that the sys- 
tijm is exclusively patronized by almost the entire of Continental nobility.* 
And who aretheywhooppose.it, and on what grounds? I venture the 
reply; Those alone who have not rendered themselves competent judges 
of its merits by a thorough practical examination of it, and wholly upon 
theoretical grounds. We challenge the instance of a single feithful exaioi- 
natiou of its principles and practice resulting in Iheir rqection. And even 
these objectors are paying unwitting homage to its great principle, in their- 
daily practice. In compliance with what other principle-is it, that they give 
lodme and Nitric Acid in mercurial salivation and sore mouth, when these 
ai;ticle8 are well known to produce a similar salivation and sore ntouth 
when freely given to the healthy subject 3 On what othei' principle is it 
that they universally employ mereuiy for the cure of inflammation and en- 
laigement of the liver, when it is well known that a free -ase of mereury 
produces a sipiilai' state? Or that Balsam of Copavia is in general use in 
the treatment of irritation and inflammation of mucous membranes, when 
the same article is -univei-saJly recognized as possessing the property of 
producing the same state ? Or that Opium, notwithstanding it has been 
so often observed to produce a state closely resembling delirium tremens, 
is with them the sheet anchor of hope in the treatment of this formidable 
disease? Or, that such articles as Emetic Tartar and Ipecac, in small doses, 
are found to be effectual and are daily employed to cute irritation and 
sickness of the stomach ? Or that laxatives are in. daily, use to cure Diar- 
rhoea? In all fliese and a thousand other instances, of daily oecnrreace, 
they, imknown to tliemselves, act upon and therefore practically acknowl- 
edge the tmtli of the Homoeopathic law, "siraiUa similibus curantur." 
They do so every time they employ vaccination, which is- purely Homoeo- 
pathic. If Suim Pox can be preveniBd by any other than a Homoeopathic 
remedy, let them inoculate il.ieir patients with the Itch, or give them a 
EJieumatism, and not confine themselves to the only disease which closely 
resembles Small Pos, and is thei'efoi'e exclusively Homoeopathic. We 
think it but just to ask of those who condemn our system, either to cease 

•The fallowing stotifltics ara oflored for the boiiefit ofi and ari answer to tlioae, 
wliB, oithor Fgnoiaiitly or wioltedly, ai-e laising tho oi-y tlint Homotopathy is going 
down in Enrop. Tbsy rspresant its state in 1842, since which time, it is well 
known, it has increased -isitn unprecedented lapiditj. 

Atdiu above date, tlierewiire about forty distinguished professors in the European 
Universities wlio Lad declared tlieir coEversion to &6 syateni and become its firm 
adTOcates. 

■' Tlic distinetiun of OoujiBellora of Sfiite and Conusellors of Medicine is coufer- 
red by the Sovereigns of Europe, upon snch physicians alone as nie distiiigulslied 
for their acquisitions in general science and medicine, and is esteemed r Ciimpliment 
of the highest order." Of this clas^ of leitmed and disCingnished men, then^ wore 
110 leas than fiftj-fivo Homoeopathists, 

The distinction of Court phjeicians is only eoDferred by the European sovereigns 
for highly di-tingni^d and unequivocal sueeeis in the pracHcc of inetlicine : but at 
the above date, there were not less tJian twenty-two Homoeopathista epjnjing that 
high distinction. There wore aevenleen Professorships of Hornoeopatliy in the Uoi- 
versitiee and Uedical schools and oighl^eu Homoeopalhic EEnspitals. 
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to avail tliemselves of oui gi'it pnnaplein their daily practice, or cease Ut 
denounce it The frequent instancea of the action of the Homoeopathic 
principle in their own experimental practice, is a sad puKzle to the profcK- 
Bion. A well-tnown and hcientifie Allopathic writer details several cases 
of the prompt cure of a severe disease by a remedy whidi is well knowp t» 
produce similar disease when taken incautiously by the healtiiy subject. 
In commenting upon them, lie frankly acknowledges that he can give no 
satisfactory or scientific account of the modia operandi of the remedy k 
these cases. "Indeed," ho adds, "according to the established principles of 
our science, it should have acted far otherwise." How fii'inly " established" 
those principles of scieneo must be, which are eonti'adicted bv duly lads ' 
What a pity it i? that nature will not so far accommodate us as, to conform 
her facts to our " esiaJ^js/ie;? principles" of science! But to bo senoua. 
How readily would a knowledge of the Homoet.pathic principle Lave le- 
lieved the leained Dootoi' of all his difficulty, and taught bmi that hia 
sti'ange remedy cuj'ed the disease becavse it possessed the pitieitj ol pic 
duciug similar disease. 

It would be esti'emely amiisinff, if the subject were net too teiious to 
amuse, to contemplate the puzzling, confused and contradictors iccounts 
which difterent Allopathic writei'S give of the same remedies m co isequence 
of a want of knowledge of this great kej'-trulli in medicine win h evplaini- 
iUl the mystery, harmonizesall the discrepancy,. and reconciles all the (X)n 
tradiction.  Take a few examples in relation to onO or two aiticles onir 
One writer warns us against the use of Antimonj because its i«e pioduees 
inSammation of the lungs, while the profession generally lely inamlv upon 
it to cure inflammation of the lungs. One says it should not be ubel be 
cause it produces irritation of the skin, while another laugl s at the ide^ 
and reconiniemls it to cure irritation of the skin. One cautions us not to 
use it in iDflanimatory afiections, because it is. a heating and inflammation- 
exciting remedy, wliile othera scout the idea, beeause they have always em- 
ployed it with success in the treatment of these very inflammations. One 
gives us solemn warning against its use because it excites profuse mucous 
secretions, while anotliM praises its use in mueoua levers to check profus*' 



One writer, ti-aating of tiie Arnica montaaa, says that it excites danger- 
ous inflammation of the mucous membrane of the stomach and bowels, 
and therefore, must never be used when that state exists, as it coidd only ag* 
giuvate it. Another, of equal authority, evidently supposes tliis to be a 
great nifetako, because he lias long employed it with signal success in the 
treatment of those veiy inflammations. Thiis unsettled and indefinite is 
the Allopathic Materia Medica — the knowledge of the properties and effects 
of medicines, in regard to almost every lemedy which the;y employ. 
How uncertain must be their application to disease ! There is nothing 
settJed respecting them but settled diffei'cuce of opinion and consequent 
controversy. Eveiy one will see how clearly and satisfectorily a knowledge 
of the Homoeopathic principle reconciles the whole difficulty. Antimony 
does produce inflammation, and it is by virtue of that very pTOperty, that 
it cures it. It does excite profuse mucous secretions and therefore cui>es 
them. . It does pnjdnce and therefore cures invitation of the akin. 
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Aiiiica does produce violent disturbance of the mueous menibranea of 
the stomach and bowels; and it ia in virtue of this property that the Ho- 
moeopathiiit daily and promptly cures such disturbance wilJi it. 

In. this view of the subject, how dear it is, what infinite mischief the 
Allopathic physiciaii must produce when he happens to chooae a really ap- 
propnate remedy ; that is, a remedy which produces a similar disease if 
a;ivcn in Allopathic doses, for then ho . is sure to have the medicinal dis- 
ease 6U])er.idded to the original one, or what appears im aggravation of the 
original one. The Homoeopath has occasion to see anch instances almost 

I cannot deny myseif the pleasure of malting a few short extracts fiom a 
letter of Dr. Dunnel giving an account of his conversion to Homoeopathy, 
It is in perfect correspondence with my own experience and that of thoii- 
j^ands more. " Toil desire me to give you my reasons for believing Ho- 
moeopiiriiia.; you well know I ought to have good roasonsi, for that belief ; 
Localise no [Xirson entertainN a more contemptible opinion of the aeioncu 
tiiuii I ,-iiwi held. 

Ceuiempt Mrosc in lue from the same Cause that produces the same 
opinion among a majority of physicians, viz : the most profound ignoran en 
of ihofaeln adduced in its support," "Thus, when uiged by yourself, yeai-s 
ago, to examine the subject, I doemod it of too smali import for serious 
examination, and went from year to year,groping along the dark and devi- 
ous tvasbi of Allopathy." He at length " cojisen,fed to road the work of 
Hahnemann-— the Organon. " After perusing the introductory chapter, I 
began fo devour the contents of that work widi intense interest; for it re- 
eallod circumstances in the cure of dieoaae I Jrnd in vain endeavored to 
coiiiprcheud, and gave form and shape and fashioii to various doabta and 
day dreams that had often floated over my brain, without the possibility of 
assigning to them " a local habitation and a name." " The Homoeopathic 
law reconciles a million of <itlLer»'iscs discordant facts, gathered by observa- 
tion and experience, imd i 1: ;l - \ i'ln h!o one hsimonious whole,"" .He 

resolvcjl to test the llnm  i , , i . j uu-ticaily, and pivjceeds fo give a 
most interesting detail III'  i.' i- I'lice, and then proceeds: "Two 

short months of examinai i^^' I'L' ii.itli or falsity of the law, 'similia 

flimilibus curontui'' liad ivsultcd in ctlcctually eu ing more diseases than I 
had been able to do in as many years. The tnith of the law flashed over 
jay mental vi^on with a light, brilliant and intense as fljo sun at noon-day, 
and in tlie centre of its eftulgeiice, appeared the venerable features of the 
.sage of Meissen, H^hnamaim 1 a name destined to outlive the names of those 
me<lical predecessors whom he has aot embalmed in his own immortal 

It has, I assure you, cost me quite a struggle to believe' my long imbibed 
and cherished ideas of disease erroneous, especially as regards inflammation. 
I have watched the patients I have treated, with iuflamroatory diseases, as 
closely 3s the pilot watches the bi'eakens imder his lee, and stood ready to draw 
the lancet in their aid, if necessity requii'ed it, until I have verified, in nu- 
merous instances, the truth,'' &e. — "so that the mostviolent pleuritic fever, 
with all its attendant alarming symptoms, is cured in the space of Iteenly- 
four hours at farlhesij withcvt any loss of Mood or any . antiphlogistic 
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-mhatcoer. 1 bave oulj- to atlil, tliiit my first few montlis of oxperieiioj Iiavo 
tie«ii coufirmed, aud my eoiivictioii daily and lioui'ly increased evor since." 

ThB is in Hubstauce the experience of all the tlionaands, wlio, like Dr. 
Duniiell, have consented to go into tlie examination. 

Perrriit me to refer, more directly, to a few of tbe advantages which this 
Hysl«m possesses over any other. I pass ovei' the obvious advaiitng'e of 
tba greater ease and pleasui'e with which sugar plums are administei ed to 
children and in'itable stomachs, than nauseating doses of Jalap, bilious 
pills, &c. &e., and observe: 

1st. That our experiments upon the properties of nnodieine are mide, 
■n advance, upon the healthy subject, and consequently ibe cure ot the sick 
is not delayed and life endangered by a course of guessing and expenmeiit 
at the bedside. An anomalous case of disease, entirely new to us occurs. 
We are not obliged first, to conatruot a hyjiothetioal theory of its imnertain 
pathological charactei' and then select a medicine, which, agreeably to our 
uucertain notions of its properties, is adapted to tliat hypotlir^sis. Bnt wo 
act instantly upon the principle upon which wa have learned to rol? with 
confidence. We refer at once to our Materia Medica — our perfected i-ecofd 
of the precise properties of medicines, ascertained by deliberate, cautious 
.ind minute expetiment. We select that article whose known effects corj'cs- 
pond with the group of symptoms wbicli chariictoriKe tlie disease in ques- 
tion, and when we have determined on this eori'espoudence between, the 
remedy and the disease, we feel certain of its elFects. The Asiatic Cholera, 
wherever Homueopathy was practiced, was thus ti^oated, from tiie very fiist, 
with pre-eminent success. Oases of disease, the precise nature of which it 
is iiopossihle to determine, are constantly occurrinz, which give the superior 
advantnges of the system in this Kspect, a most pidpable and delightful pre- 



2dly. The strength of the patient uudei- this system, is never conaidera- 
hly reduced by treatment. Tke most acute attacks of pleurisy, inflamma- 
tion of the lungs and iuflammatoi-y fevei' ai'e cured in a few hours, without 
any of tliat debiiity and prostration produced by profuse bleedings, cathar- 
tics and ii:iusoating remedies; supjjosed to he indispensible in the prevalojit 
practice, and which leave the patient in a state requiring weeks or months 
to recover the sti'ength of which ho has been robbed, not by the disease, but 
by the tteatinent. To the truth of this advantage multitudes in this com- 
munity, and in every other where the system ia practiced, can testify. 

3dly, Our system never produces artificial or medicinal diseases. We 
have seen that upon this system, medicine is never given with a view nor 
in sufficient quantity to produce its primniy or medicinal effiscts, but to pro- 
voke the vital power to react and overcome the slight eftect of the medicine 
and the disease at the same time — in other woi'ds, to escito nature to do 
her own work. Not so with other systems. They de]iend for all their 
cures, upon the pnmary ettecls of medicines, against which eflects, we have 
Been, the vital principle never fails to react. This reactive power, the only 
curative power in natui'e, they. place no dcpcDdence upon, and lose sight of 
altc^lher, while iC is making perpetual and sLienuous efforts to couutoraet 
and ovei'come every dose of medicine they give. If in this double strife 
i^ainst both disease and medicine, the system so ofton succumbs, it should 
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not bo matter of mucli siirpviso. But evoiy ititificial state protluecvi by 
medicine is a diseased state, Tlie sleepiness and stupor produced by opium 
is no leea disease tliaa the same-state oecun-ino; spontaneously. The action 
of an emetic is but an artificial cholera morbus, and the action of a cathar- 
tic but an artificial diarrhfea. All other prevalent systems aim to pro- 
duce these medicinal diseases — to cnre one disease by producing another, 
of an apposite character; as sleeplessness, restlessness and irritability by 
artificial stupor — constipation by inducing artificial diarrhoea. Ac. But 
look at the inevitable results according to tbe invariahle law of vita! reac- 
tion. The primaiy effects of all medicines, unless given in directly tuinous 
doses, must be tamporaiy, to be certainly followed by a permanently oppo- 
site condition. Tiius opium is given to a patient to retiovo him from rest- 
Ies8nesB,ner¥ousness«Qdaleeplessness. He is wlieved wliilo the primary 
effect of the remedy continues, . but as surely as there exists a law of vital 
reaction, it will establish a state the reverse of that produced by tbe opiate, 
and witkin twenty-four hours, when the primary effect has ceased and the 
vital power has reacted, the ]>ati6nt will bo more nervous, more restless and 
more sleepless than before. The dose is reijeated with tlie same temporary 
relief and the same vital reaction as before, and so on, until obstinate na- 
ture gains the ascendancy and the patient is placed periHanently in a con- 
dition the very reveiBC of that which the medicine ivfs given to produce; 
tliat is, in a state of such permanent ra-itJeesness and irritability tiat life is 
a burden unless he is perpetually under the artificial stupor of opium. 
The physician leaves him, I'ecovered, if you please, of his original disease, 
but laboring uuder the infiiction of ita artificial substitute, tlmn which, no 
natural disease could be more deplorable, whether contemplated in its 
physical or its mental aspect. 

A patient lakes a cathartic to remove constipation. The object is effected 
for a short time. But the vital principle, ever at its pdst, ever on the alert, 
and never feilinw to act in obedience to its own law, reacts against this 
artificial disturbance and establishes a state opposite to that piwdticed by 
the distutbiog agent, viz : a stafo of constipation. This calls tor a repeti- 
tion of the cathartic, and the vita! principle fortiSes itself in its second 
reaction, more strougly and moi« permanently than before, against its in- 
fluence, and so on, until the habitual useof cathartics becomes indispensi- 
ble. He is now, as might have been pi'edicted, a permanently, ailificiftlly 
diseased man, a victim to medicinal disease, and unless ha gets his eyes 
open in season, like the opium-taker, he will di'ag out a miserable exist- 
ence and meet with a premature end. Who cannot point to malanoliolly 
examples of both these esses in every community? 

An individual is attacked with indigesiion. A laxative is given, followed 
by bitters. This is the usual practice. Cannot my bearers predict the 
result! Constipation- follows tbe laxative, and increased weakness of the 
stomach succeeds the artificial stimulation communicated to it by the bitter. 
He thinks himself cured for a short time. But wheii the treatment is sus- 
pended and the primary effect ceases, and reaction has followed, he has 
what he very probably calls a new attack, worse than the first. He again 
applies for relief. The wtifieial, medicinal constipation is now taken a-^ 
evidence of torpor of the liver, and Blue pills or some other form. of mei'. 
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cury isgiven torouseit to actioD, to be followed by more laxatkea and 
bitters. He is again cured and is pleased and grateful ! But what nextS 
Why, the vital reaction reproduces all these difficulties with iucreased in- 
t<;nsity, with the addition of real torpor of the liver, produced by the reac- 
tion against its mercurial stimulation. The case now becomes complicated. 
Mercurials, laxatives and tonics are repeated with temporary palliation and 
eventual aggravations of the disease, until the patient becomes a confirmed 
and miserable dyspeptic, with 'the usual complication of diseased liver. 
Despairing of a cure by orthodox treatment, he now applies, perhags, to a 
Thompsi:)uian, who drugs him with pepper and other stimulants which 
create such an unnatural power within bim, that he can almost digest 
grind-stones, and Thompaoniau practice is heraided as almost a peiforiner 
of iniracles. .What next! Why, when the treatment is suspended and 
the system lias reacted against il^ there is found such debility and toi'por of 
the digestive ojgans, that they can neither digest food nor be acted on by 
medicine unless of the most powerful character, and in the largest doses, and 
powerful cathartic pills by the dojen or by the bos, or enormous daily quanti- 
ties of cayenne pepper nm indiapensible to keep the machinery of the oigan- 
iaai in motion. Who, in every neighborhood, does not know of pei«ons who 
aie moving, living, djdng examples of this form of artificial disease, paHM- 
ing under the name of dyspepsia and liver disease! How many such cases 
have I seen within the last eighteen months who are now showering bless- 
ings upon Homceoiwthy! 

I select these examples for their fiuniUarity to those who have not made 
jnedicineaspeda] study. If I were addi'esamg medicnJmen alone, I ivould 
refer to examples of a still graver charadier. 

But what is true of the remedies in these cases is equally tnie of all 
medidiies not adininistei'ed in obedience to the Homoeopathic law. And 
ivhen we reflect on the great niunbei' and energetic piijpei'ties of the medi- 
cinal substances which ate daily prescribed with such an unsparing hand, 
and when we keep in mind the law of vitaJ reaction, can we be surprised 
that eveiy eommimity is full of the victims of artificial medicinal disease, 
often of an intrRCtable diaracteri We believe, on what we think good 
authority, and theresidt of careful study and observation, that a large pro- 
portion of all the obstinate chronic diseases we are called to treat, ai'C of 
this aitifidal character, and they are found of aJl diseases, the most diffi- 
cult to cm*. Is it not time that a practice attended with such confesseil- 
ly enormous evils was either wholly abandoned or so reformed as to avoid 
them ? Can that he a true system of medidne, a prominent portion of 
whose eveiy day effects is, to manw^aciwe disease instead of ewWn^ it ? 
Is it not the duty of niedica! men, at least to examine a system of whicli 
thousands who Iwive fidly tried it, testify that it is free from aU these dan- 
gers, and besides incomparably more prompt and permanent in the cure of 
disease? I speak thus, not to reflect upon those who have not conde- 
scended to examine it, but to justify myself for not only etmdeseendinff, 
but for having had the hardihood to dare to examine it for myself, and 
then for having yielded, against my strongest inclinations and prejudices, 
to theclearcat convictionJs of truth and duty, in adopting it. 
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4th. A fourth advantage of this system arises from ite greater definite - 
nesfi in the treatment of disease from tlie specific character of its remedici'. 
Specific romodios for a few diseases liavo been long known. Sulphur hii-s 
been regarded as a specific for liie itch. Peruvian Bark for inteiimttent 
fuvci', and rnereary for certain affections of the hver and some other dis- 
esises, &e. It haa frequently been predicted tliat specific medicines would 
be eveiatiially discovered for the great mass of diseases. 'Xhe Homoeopathic 
law biiH reahzod the prediction with a definiteaeas never dreamed of. It. 
annouEces this realization of a long cherished hope of tlie professioTi, and 
(Strang^ oshibition of human nature!) that profession, without stopping to 
inquire into its truth of falsehood, set themselves in hostile array against it, 
and cry, impossible, humbug ! The prediction is not fulfilled in the pre- 
eise shape their philosophy bad supposed it '■hould he This feitnrc ol 
Homoeopathic practice is doubtleia dearlj peitoned bv those who hiit 
followed us thus fiu' in our expoaitioii of it In all ta-.! * • t ■]]•■• w mm, 
the very remedy which is capable of produima; thi s i i n li 

wvnie symptoms, these remedies are of conree, m all > ' 

of Bpecifica. Though this may be suffleientlj dc u u i I i j 

tinte it by an example or two. Several aificles oi mi,diini i- n mdnn 
na, Hyosciamus, Opium and Stramomura ha\e bei,u timouH, but havu 
enjoyed a very vaiiable reputation toi the ticatment of mental derail^ 
jiient. While one phymciau haa ev-toHid nm if Oi ■,> uii^h-i foi th^ 

great success 'with which he has employed ]' 'j i i i i i r 

tion, another has declared his entire clisb !i i i n ' i 

hands entirely tailed. Andsoof thim ill 

meat is perfectly obvious. Not awan 1 1 ' 1 1 i i ' 1 1 i 1 1 < I i 
articles 5S ft Bpenfio remedy for ment-al dLUi^cniLit thn ilIli znl bj i 
certain distinguishing train of symptoms, thev haie iegaidi,d them tt'' 
remedies for mental derangement in geneial howe\or chaiactenzcd Hcn^i 
lioth their success and their failure lui>e been alike aaidenti Belladonn i, 
when given in sufficieut quantities, pioduccs deiBiigement with such oymp 
toras a< the following: excessive anguish and inquietude. Ions oi uinseiou 
new; frlghtfulviaiomsasof spectres, devils wai, ifec with desiro to iiin 
away or to hide; ridiculous buttoonry; wildness of the eyes with fixed and 
fui-ioiis loot; trembling of the liml*. &e. For deiangemout thus chaiti. 
torized, Belladonna is the specific .remedy, and when a physician ha- 
aijcidentally employed it in mch cases he has been successful and pmi-td 
Belladonna an an efficient remedy for mental deraiit,emtnt Another his 
tried it in the same disease, but with a different trnni oi sjmptoms and hjia 
of course failed, and hence has declared Belladonna of no use in tbi'< 
disease. 

Hyosciamus produces tbo disease mnrked by paroxysms of mania, alter- 
nately with epileptic fits ; sleeplessness with loquacious delirium, great 
anguish and fear, especially at night, with fear of being betrayed or pois- 
oned; visions of persons who are dead; jealousy; fury, with desire to strike 
and kill; raving about one's affaii'S, t&c. In jnst this foim of disease, Hy- 
osciamus is the specific remedy, but totally inapplicable in other forms. 
But not kuowing this fact, some have pronounced judgment for, and others 
agaiust It, 
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Opium produces derangement with letliargic di'Owsinees, mania with 
fantastical or fixed ideas which induce a belief that ono is not at home, 
frightful visions as of mice, scorpions, &c. ; mability to sleep, notwithstand- 
ing the greatest sleepiness, &c. For this foi-m of the disease, opium is the 
specific remedy, but is inappropriate in any other form. TJie same ia true 
of a multitude of other remedies, each of wliicb produces and cures a dis- 
tinct tbi'm of mental derangement, but which are only applied specifically 
by the Homoeopathist. Oures performed by otheis with these articles 
occun'ed beoauso they were, without tbeir knowing it, Homoeopathic to 
the disease. What is true of this disease is equally true. of all otheis. 
We nevei' give a medicine because a patient lias a disease called by a par- 
ticular name, as dyspepsia, typhus fever, or influenza, but because he' his a 
disease marked, by a partieulai' group of symp'toms which S]jeciEc<illv indi- 
cate a pailaoular lemedy. 

fith. But the flfUi advantage I will name is, that the Homoeopithic is 
the only (Erectly curative method of treating disease. If the eiimples of 
the law "similia aimilibus ourantur" which I have adduced, and ten tbou 
sand more which might be adduced, are not all lawless heaks ot nature, 
then tbe ti'eatmeut of disease on this principle must be the ouli directly 
curative one, unless nature has established two laws that are ni direct and 
irreconcilable conflict with eadi other. All remedies given upon the Homceo- 
pathie principle act directly and specifically upon the diseased oi^n. 
Contrast the opposing methods in a given case as an illustration. Take a 
lioad-ache which in not sympathetic of disease of. some other organ. Tic 
Homocopathist gi\es a minute dose ,of Belladonna, or some other of the 
numerous articles according to tlte symptoms, which acts directly and gpe- 
cyicaZ^y upon the diseased organ, and in afewminut&=, its eflfett becomes 
evident by a I'emoval of the paiti. Very diflerent is the course und'^r other 
systems (tf treatment. Heie the remedy is directed, to a distant and sound 
organ for the purpose of acting indirectly upon the diseased one. Au 
emetic or a cathartic is given to excite disease in the stomacli or bowels and 
thus indirectly affect the head. We do not.deny that disedse may bo cured 
in this indii'ect way; but with what delay, witli what un certainty, with 
what expense, and often with what danger to tlie before healthy portions of 
the body I 

Natum herself sometimes cures one disease by inducing another. But 
l.st it never be forgotten that, unlike the Allopathist, she neve)' fails to act 
according to her own law, sim'lia similibus. in olhor words, she never 
cures one disease by inducing another of an opposite, butalways of a sm- 
Uwr characler. She cannot cure Small Pox by Rheumatism which is of a 
difierent character, but does by Cow-pock, which ia of an analagous 
cli8i'act«r. She often siapends one disease by pi'oducing another of ii dif- 
ferent character, or in a difierent and distant part of the system, just as 
the physician suspends a sore thi'oat, a pain in the aide, a diseased spine, 
ah luibitual head-ache and a hundred other ailmenls, by inducing an op- 
posite interna! disease, or by blisters, plasters, issues, emetic tartar, or ei'olon 
oil SDres, &c. Ac. But in the first case, when the second disease which 
nature has induced is terminated, the fii'st resumes its course as before its 
interruption ; and in the second, when the blisters, issues and sores are sus- 
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as though they had suffei'cd do interruption. How many have untSeigone, 
ior months, this Bpeoies of torture for the cure of chronic disease, and been 
flattered hy its temporary suspension, only fo be cruelly disapi>ointed, when 
ibeir torture was suspended, by a return of all their former symptoms. 
How irrational it now seems to me, to continue to attempt, what nature 
ieraelf has never been able to perform, aud what centuries of ejiperience 
jaave proved to be impossible for us ! 

Besides what we have here said, aud when speaking of dyspepsia, con- 
jiipation, ifec^ we may refer to the two great classes of local and eutaneou.s 
diseases, the reputed cures of which are most calamitously decepti*e. 
ThoHgh a volume might be filled with examples of so-called cures of these 
diseases by external applications being followed by serious and often fatal 
internal disease, yet the practice is still general. These internal attacks, in 
Kiusequeuce of external cures are sometimes sudden, but more frequently 
slow and insiduious, the patient seeing no connection between them — nay 
more, he is often congratulating himself npon his happy riddance of bi'i 
external disease, while that same disease, not cured, but only repelled, is 
yj'eying, in. iat:d di^uise, upon his internal oi'gans. No matter whether 
■Shi? extOTual dise^e be an ulcer upon the ancle, a clironic inflammation o, 
the eye, a discliai^ fi'OiQ the ear, a soi'e throat, a salt rheum, or an itchf 
the consequences are similar. In these cases a few doses of a Homoeopath- 
ic remedy will often restore the disease to its original locality aud bring 
immediate relief to tlie intenial orgaus. A eoutinuance of the treatment 
jiores, not repels, the external disease also.* 

*Some Bva willing to believe tliat tiiin ajsleni maj do w«ll in chronic dJBGaaes, but 
-sre nfraid t3 ti'ust it Id savare acote casee — llie verj cases in which it hus domun- 
strated its auperiority nii>st triumphantly. Is tlie Asiatic Chulere a ■" ' ' 
ftonte and ssviwe diesaBB to f ui'uisli a eatisfactoiytest of it- -■'="■'  ' 



Le JMpnitKUi (tha official oi'gan of the French Government,) aunounces that. Dr. 
Mabbir. a HoTnoobpatbiet, bss been created Knight of the Legion of Honor in con> 
»agnence of his dietiiigni»liad success in the treatnieat of Cholera in Boi'deans. Di-. 
JllafabitliaB collected tlio tMrnlta of the two systems of treatment of Cliolein in dil- 
iaieut places. The general i-osult is as fullun's : 

Treated AUopathicaUy, '105.097 

Cured, - . \  954,788 

Died, 240,'2ay 

giring a peicentage of 49 deatlis out of 100. 

Ti-eatedHomocopathicallj, - - - -  - - 29:)!! 

Cured, 90liD 

Died, -  - no 

pvijig 7 1-3 as the per centcgo of deaths. 

It was witnessing the suqceSafnlttoatment of Cholemtliatfii-stledDr. Jilabbit and 
loaiij other diatiosuished pLvBiciana to adopt H<)tnoeopatby. It is officially aii- 
Bonuced by a coinmi^ion appointed for that purfiee, that in Vienna, under Alio, 
patliic treatment, two-thinls of the patients died, wnile, nnder Homoeopathic, tuii- 
thirds icooverBd. The Prussian State Gazette announces, that, within a certain ttis- 
trict, Homoeopathy cured 86 out of 109, AJIomthy GO ontori99,whileEature, without 
« physician, cnred It) out of 49. That is. Homoeopathy cored about 80 per cenL 
Allopathy 30. and nature 33- The Cholera broke out with great violence in 0(0 
territory of Raab in Hungary. The result of nil the cases was : coredbv Homoeo- 
pathy 97 pet cent, bj Allopatlre 5G 9-3 per cent. We niiglil. iudeiiuitely esteiul 



.yGoot^le 



33 

8tli, & Hixtli julvantage posseMsed by thx: Homoeoiwitli is, tlio uiinuh; 
.iiirl iiwumte knowloclgn he poseesses of tho properties of llie medicine ha 
I'mploys, contrasted witli the esneodingl;- iTioni^ knowlcdg^e IMinseBsed hy 
the Allopath. 

simitar statistics inreirflrd tii Ciiulciiias iveil iis oilier diucHsesiii Euiopo and Ameri- 
1:11. In CinEintiati duiiiig the saisuii of the greattfiH prevftlunce of Cholera there, 
the results weit; eves more stdlriiig. The fiilnl coses uudei AltopnCbic ti'eatmant 
was ahout 45 yei oeat.. whde utider Homoeopatliic it was but 5 wir coiit. We bci- 
}ioveiieresult of"thetwu BjBtems of treatment of Cholera In thia city during the 
p reseat seaaou. if they could befuUy made kaawr, would bo quite as striking as in 
(Jiiiciiinati. Ifo one oonversaiitwilh the Eocta will deny that the iUopatiiic treat- 
ment nf this disoaae has been toi'ribly nuauccesafo], aiid thore aro hundreds of ■wit- 
iiessee to the fact that tbe Homoeopathia has been most delightfully Bucceasful. A 
multitude of uiiioa haVe occuri'cd here to whi^ the Allopathic physiciAii has beuu 
called at an early etnge of tbu prei\iotiiCory dian'hoea, but trhich have gone steadily 
on through all tho stages of the disease and mded in deatli, the sooner and the 
oi'tener, 1 firuily bolieTO, by tlie Calomel and Laudanum treatment, and somotitnes, 
i r poBsible, by woi^e treatment still. 

On the other hand wo challengo the prbdnctiou of cases of this disease termina- 
iiug fatally nniler eircomBtaiicea that affotiled the least ground of a reasonable hope, 
And among those that have rocovered hasbeeu a Ini^ immber who had been under 
AllopatJiio treatiuent till all hope was abandoned and tlie patient left cold, collapsed 
and pulsoleBS, sua in some iustaucea they have be<ai pulseless for sepcralhours when 
ttie Uoipoeopathic treatment vras commenced. 

We have already intimated our twlief that the popular treatment, not only of 
Ulialera, but of ffiost diseasca- was worse than no treatment at all. And this belief 
is coufirilied by the trials which have been ^ii^y made. 

lu the Intirmary of Wieden, a suburb of Vienna, wore 350 patients with acute 
iuHammationof tlielnnge, from the year 1843 to 1(I4S. Of those, 85 were treated 
liy the popular method of bleeding, lOG by tho oqnally popular method of iai'ge 
ilijsea of emotiu tartar, and ISH by the cirpeetant plan of kaimlcss or merely diotetiu 
remedies. 

OfthBfiretaudseoond dassoe, 30 per cant, and a fraction died, while of the third 
olass only 7 per cent, anil k fraction died. Here iiatmu outdid the giver ol dtoga 
in Biiving her patients by 13 per cent. 

Hot Homoeopathy, in pveiy trial, has done batter than nature, proving tliat it b 
not as some soppoEC a mbro negative troatineut. 

Thus, it the temoeopathic Hospital at Linz, a city of Austria, of 93 cases of 

acute inflammation of tOio lungs, only one died. And in nnother Hospital at Oum- 

punlorf, near Vienna, of ''Si patients with the same disease, 10 died — a loss of hse 

an 3 pel cent "What is ta* e of cholera a d flamn at et the lungs, we be- 

1 eve tn be ery ear the t uth a the general range of d seases 

In r ew of Bocli facts we are obi ^Mto lahe e e ther tl at Homoeopalhy is verv 

Hie e t in the t eat ent of th s n ost d eudf 1 of all i seases that AUopatbv ik 

h blj dost chvo We ght greatly extend asralar nparison inregiurdtn 

Imost a V other lueaao B t regard to ost acute diseases we need not eo far 

fs) Inmo ^eco hdenfli apjealt facts vith n tl e reach of all, if they ehoosa 

vadth msel ei F hem f h ■«! fh 1 n I at ilmost eve y variety of acute 

1 sea e E r y fe ers, dysentery, crbnp, scarlet 

e e e te Ac hare lieen repeatedly 

i f Small Pot may be added to 

1 1 ice rnng nKfpeoredly and conse- 

n 1y n ha e all loen treated Homoeo- 

} th cnl y 1 I case of sniall Pox before, and there 

tia e not o Iv hoe o dm tlin i«.it oely a appea a ce of danger for two bom's 

"olhe Who Lon po nt toa 1 he rosuJtuuder Allopath c tieatroent? 

But the e are those vho conceive t npoasbletlin ntomal treatment alone can 

elodldisonse^of thflsk nanltl e eyn, A If h ■) omnlv rpfoxrcd to in my 

od to II nt OY at 1 upp 1 no ^ b f t fs n n'gai'd to such 

a teet s b t as t doe^ T quo p the t lluw t 
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"We make the HssertiiKi delibenitely tlisit the Alhputliic p/ci/skiaH does 
not kitoto, and all hit sources of information^ without resortiny to Ho- 
moeopathy, do notfimish kim with the means of a^tertaininii ihe prop- 
erties of any otie of the remedies he employs. 

The properti^ of medicines consist in the powers tliey poKseB« of pixKiii- 
eing changes of sensation, of functioti and of structure in the human organ- 
ism. All the pTOperties of a medicine ai* not known till all die changes 
it is capable of effecting are known. But how lia\ft the changes of sensa- 

Stapf.bjliia esti'aordi nary success in tlio treatment of Egyptiim op)ithalniia, (the 
most. obstinate dnd deatruotive form of iufluintOHtiim of tlio aye,) -wliioh raged 
oinoiig tbe aoldlore in tjie garrisoiiB of the Rhino; attracted ihe attention of the 
PniSsiau Minister of War, who prevailed on him to visit UcrJin and Uike ebaiife of 
tbe Uilitary Eocpitals, Lazai'otli and' La Cbarite. !Hc did so with distingnitihoil 
biiiior aud auccess St^ipf iraa a UDiiieebpathiHt. n'hecc is, in the city uf ISe-v 
York, a charitable InsUtntion called tbe Froteat-anl half Urpbaii Aajlum. Its in- 
mates became affected witJi an iuoorl'ijfible disease of the oycK, and an ineorl'igible 
ernption of Ibe skin. Thoywore for a long time, under Ihe ti'eatment of a distin- 
^li^ed and akillful Aliopathio physician uf titc city, but with sucb disconraging 
results that the inanngem wera compelled to resort to «t>»i« other treatment. They 
made choice of Dr. Wright, a HomoeopatliUit. The liillowiiig is a deapriptioii of 
the inmaleB given offiuidly, when Dr. Wright ciimrnenced his charge. 

"Tiie general aspect of neai'ly all of tbeiu, was Uiat of bodily and mental torpor; 
tieir skin dry, flabby aud pale; the eyes of many, dull and down-cast; these nior- 
biit appeeraneea, together with a settled sadness of ex])ieaBioii, a .disinclioatioii for 
all juvenile s)iorts, and their sittiug about in lilnni gruu;»i, so uuuatuial to healthy 
children, suggested the idea that disease more tbati nio£ tho eye was inwardly iit 
work." " OphtJiatmia was the predominating disease. ()ut of 1G3 childrefi, 5u 
cases were fouud requiring treatment, and 30 of these were of an a^ravatcd form, 
]>roBetiting lie foUowinc characteristics: eye-lids inflamed and swelled, some uf 
them entirely oloBod, others nearly so ; il thick cmst of adhesive matter upon tho 
inatgina The outcrcoat of the cya ball red with inflamraalion, the eyo painful 
and most intensely so when exposed to the light. Five had ulcers on the conica. 



W/ien i-ecoioed. 
1643, August 11, 
Prom 11th to 30th, 
September, 
Octflber, 
November, 
December, 
January, 
Febniary, 



Thus in this brief periodwnstliisobstmatt affectioi erutlicated from the Asylum. 
by internal treatment alone. But this is lot all 1 here were no less t'lan 143 
cases of the cutaneous disease te be tfeatod Tbe foUowiiig is the concluding por- 
tion of the flratoffbial annual report after Dr fl right s entnmco upon his trust 
" Tho general health of tJie children dunng the past ^oar has been gradually im- 
proving and they are now all vxU and in exeallent fpirtU." What a contrast to tlip 
gloomy picture at tlie beginning of the year. It is added, "Tbei-e has been no 
change in ventilation or regimen from former years, except the prohibition of pep- 
per with food. No external medicinid applications have been made. The roedicaJ 
treatment in every inslance, has been strictiv Homoeopathic." Were these grtat 
results tbe effectof imagination? or of (rPiiimeiil ? ur of niPreiy withdraw ing tbti 
patients fi-oiii all treatment? 
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lion, of t'uiietioii anil of stinctTire whick the hundreds of medicines have 
the power to produce, been examined fiiid sought to be ascertained by the 
AJlopathic physician? ' By giving them to the sick — to those who have 
fiirwidy, as the ofioct of disease, a Tiundi'ed imiiatitrftl aensationB and de- 
raogemonts of feeling, of function and of structure. When a medicine Ks 
given duiing-the exiatenec of such a eonfusion of diseased sensations, no 
one will pretend that it is poesible for the imtient to distinguish what seh- 
siitions «^ prodncetl by the disease, and what by the medicane. And it is 
obviously equally impossible for, the physician to discriminate which of the 
thousand changes of functions that are going on in every organ and tissue 
of the body are piwiuced by the one cause or the other. And when death 
terminates this confused livhig experiment, he is no better able. to say 
which of the organic changes that he .finds ai* to he chai^d to the dis^ 
tsase and which to the medicines. And yet this course of vague and 
fruitless oxpeiiment upon the sick is the great source of Allopathic knowl- 
edge of the properties of medieines. 

But tliis method, fruitless as it must be, is I'cndei'ed still more hopeless 
by the fact, that even this obsei'vation is seldom made upon a single reme- 
dy, a proscription heiug much more fretiueitfly eomponnded of from two to 
ii dozen articles mingled together. 

Ts it conceivable that when a patient, ab'oady suffering a hundred un- 
natural and diseased sensations, swallows a dnea of medicine compounded 
of half a dozen drugs, each one of wliich is capable of producing a linnd- 
I'cd now' sensations, ho can distinguisli the multiplied .ind confused effect of 
each one of these in distinction .from all the rest, and all of them from the 
coufiifiion of sonsalions resulting from the disease ? Or that the most acute 
physician Ran any better discriminate the effects of each in the production 
i)f tlie multiplied disoiders of function and structure? Imjxwsible! Tlie 
physician closes the treatment of a patient by this method, no wiser in ro- 
gaidto the |.i«|>,.|ti^.e ol' cfl/^h ..f ]<[■' ivmfdl-^H tliiui he was before. Who 

Ciiimot sec, I'l'i' ;i '..|i-mI.|.. i .,■.". I'-h-- ^r' M v()])ertieB of medicines can 

never he: o):ii I'l -■[■•" ''\ •_  ■< \k. Forbes eonfesaes that 

knowledge iji .III- . I- |i, I, N..: ]]. L.. i..-.. iiliii,.- any progress in the last 

two thouBrtud \c:whI iimi tluiL i.IiIh )h"liii;Ii of wiL-nc*' is yot in its infancy! 
And by this method it will continue in its infanci- for l^u thousand years 

In contrast witb^thiB, Homoeoi>athj' has, during sixty yeaiB of existence, 
a vastly more perfect Mafei'ia Medica, an incomparably hotter knowledge of 
the properties of metlicines than AJlopatliy has obtained in two thousand 
years, or can obtain wliile. the world stands, by its present method. We 
have a minute and complete knowledge of all the medicines we employ. 
There is more knowledge to be obtained from one work of Homoeopathic 
Materia Medica, tlum in all the Allopathic libraries of the world. And 
this knowledge of the propeities of medicines is obtained in the only pc®- 
sibie way of obtaining it, viz ; by each medicine being taken by persons in 
perfect health sufficiently long and in sufficient quantity to produce all the 
effects they are capable of producing compatible with safety, and carefully 
recording .ill these effects. 
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Let ns look a moment at the conBeL[iionceB of this difference, in the use 
of otte of the most famihar artidea, say Ipeeac, In the latest and best 
works of the Allopathic school, we find the sum totol of the knowledge 
attained in regard to tJii^ ;ii-tic.V! U< i-im^iKl of si.c properties or etteets, 
which wecopyfittm till.' i;ti .ii ii.tL ..!' W'--^'. .t ll'i. ■!!.■. \'<y: It is (■metio, 

diaphoretic, oxptsitordiil, -  li'   ■■' '"   ■r.ir.^nn lunl 

acta on the howeU. 'J'lu'- .-i., |..i.]. i ,. -, i ... i,. . .■iii|. ,-. i ;• ,\liuk of Al- 
lopathic knowledge of Ipiriic. On dii.- uila-L- liuuii, tuo iiumoeopatli is 
familiar with hotweon one and two ituudred. proportiiM of tliis name aiticle, 
as ohvious, as palpable and ae important as tlio six known to the Allopath, 
The following are a few of thorn : Pain in the hones, bleeding from differ- 
ent organs, great sensibility to heat and cold, 8]^«i8im and conuilsioDB, emp- 
tions and violent itching, agitated sleep, witJi the eyes half open, groans 
and jerking of tlie limbs, frightful dreams with siidden Htarta, Bhuddering 
and coldness of the limbs ann face, thirst, eries and howling in children, 
inoroseness, peevishness and irritabihty, head-ache hs though all the bones 
of the head wero bruiseiJ, dilated pupils,' confused Bight, convulsive twitch- 
mgs of the face, tooth-ache, tongue coateil, sore throat, difficult swallowing, 
cough especially at night with painful shocks in the stomach and head, 
cough resembling hooping-congh, with bleeding at the nose and mouth, 
with fits of suftbcation, stiffness of the body and blaish face, anxious short 
breathing, spasmodic asthma and panting breath, loss of breath on the 
least movement, cramps in the muscles, &o. &c. 

Now suppose an Allopathic physician treating a case for which h« thinks 
proper to give Ipecac. It is given freely, and at length the patieni begins to 
conipbiin of j'^i" ii t^e bones, pressing pain the forehead, great sensibilitv 
to heat and cold, his sleep is disturbed with frightful dreams, givians and 
starts, dry shaking cough witli fits of suffocation, anxious breathing, A-c. 
What is the condnsion of the physician on. seeing this alarming complica- 
tion of symptoms ? Why, he never dreams that they are produced by tlie 
harmless Ipecac he is gising, for he has ne^er learned that Ipecac is tapi 
ble of producing any such affects His mfeieate i-i, that the diseaai is 
making alarming progicf^'', i« becoming dangnmusK complicated and calls 
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Wl up diii) « itin,->siiia; tliL iiw.t luimidiLk iml otleii fatiil medicinal dis- 
easEfi, the imtuic and oiigin of ivhicli ire totallj unsuspected by the phy- 
sicians who hsie ppoducwl them They are seen m the eveiy day treat- 
ment ot dinrrhoea, d^spnten, mflammttimif, feMW, tfec. &c., most of tlie 
fatal (,as(j< ol ^ihiLli aje so, iu<i trom tht oiiginal ih^uiv., Imt from medici- 
nal compile itioiiH * 

Eiit tilt HomoiHipath, iiibtmd iit i>;i\m^ KmLdic^, the properties ofwhicli 
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him from this artitaeial poition ot his malady Henee the superior success 
which lias been honestly conceded to us in the treatmtnt of medicinal dis- 
eases, whicJi constitute so considerable a portion of the chronic diseast s to 
be treated. . It seems almost necessaiT to remark that when we find a pa- 
tient laboring underdisease produced' by loo free a use of any medicinal 
jictioie, we do not counteract it by giving liim a little more of the same article- 
I say it seems almost necp.asary to "make this solf-«vident8tateraent,,becauae 
physicians nlio consider themselves competent to pronounce judgment upon 
our system, are yet po profoundly ignorant of i^ that they believe onr 
principles rei^uire lis to cure medicinal diseases by giving the patient mom 
of the medicine which pi'odueed it; and onr clsiina to common senae are 
effectually disproved bj- the triumphant interrogatory addressed to one as 
ignorant as themselves- "Can vou bnlieve that a. man drunk on a pint of 
of brandv will be made sobei hv taking an additional drop" ) 
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